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Dordt students, staff, and alumni have the same task each day 
of their lives: putting what they know to work in God’s world 
in ways that honor him. In this issue we highlight ways they 
choose research projects, write books, interact with others, 





Last month in Ontario, Canada, I met Rev. James W. Van 
Weelden, who mentioned to me that he’d been present in 1955 
at the groundbreaking of Dordt College.
Van Weelden, who recently preached his last sermon, is now well 
into his 90s and shared some great memories about that day. Our 
conversation prompted me to look up the picture below on my 
laptop (that’s him in the dark overcoat behind the shovel lineup). 
My conversation with Rev. Van Weelden made me reflect on “the 
great cloud of witnesses,” from Noah, to Moses, to Abraham, to Joseph who “went 
before,” as mentioned in Hebrews 11 and 12. It also brought to mind one of my favorite 
Q&As of the Heidelberg Catechism (#54):
Q:  What do you believe concerning the Holy Catholic Church?
A:  I believe that the Son of God 
through his Spirit and Word 
out of the entire human race 
from the beginning of the world to its end 
gathers, protects, and preserves for himself 
a community chosen for eternal life 
and united in true faith. 
And of this community I am and always will be 
a living member.
As I travel, I continually hear alumni of the college use the word “community” to 
describe what makes Dordt College special. I recently met with a group of seniors 
in their last weeks at Dordt who also highlighted “community” as one of the 
characteristics that they valued highly about their time here.
At Dordt, our sense of community has its roots in Scripture and in our heritage in 
the Holy Catholic Church. This May, we sent out another 307 graduates from Dordt 
College—they leave this community, but they remain living members of a wider, and 
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The Voice, published three times a 
year, is sent to alumni and friends to 
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majors score once again, 
with another top finish in 
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Talking about worldview and the Christian’s task in the world is 
important, yet relatively easy. As 
the old adage goes, “the devil is in 
the details.” Developing a Christian 
understanding of business, education, 
mathematics, science, or anything else 
is an ongoing challenge that Dordt 
encourages its faculty, 
students, and 
graduates to face 
throughout their 
lives.
Some of the 
ways we live 
our worldview 
are easy to identify as “Christian.” 
Dealing with others in caring and 
ethical ways, serving people in need, 
or talking about Christ’s love fall 
into this category. Other ways we 
live out a Christian worldview don’t 
immediately shout “Christian,” though. 
These can include looking past what 
are commonly accepted as “best 
practices” in today’s society and self-
consciously thinking about how God’s 
call to justice, stewardship, respect, 
compassion, integrity, humility, and 
so much more shapes how we set up 
businesses, help set policies, design 
roads, drive cars, choose and do 
research, teach students, and do all 
the other things that fill our lives as 
citizens in today’s world.
Taking that call seriously remains 
a daily challenge but it can lead to 
exciting new ways to “act justly, love 





Friday, May 10, dawned clear and sunny, a perfect day to celebrate the 2013 commencement. 
Awarded this year were 288 baccalaureate degrees, 13 associate of arts degrees, and six master 
of education degrees. The baccalaureate degrees presented included bachelor of arts, bachelor of 

















TOP 99.95% IN NATION
Gorter is the second Dordt College 
graduate in the past three years to earn 
this impressive award; he follows Kristen 
Brands (’10) who won the award in 2010. 
Gorter’s score put him in the top 0.05 
percentile in the nation or in the top 
1/20th of the 99th percentile.
“In a typical year, approximately 100,000 
people sit for the exam. Although Dordt 
College enrolls less than one out of every 
15,000 United States college students, it 
has had one out of every 43 Sells Award 
winners in the past three years,” said 
John Visser, Dordt College professor of 
business administration.
Only a dozen colleges and universities 
(out of 4,495 degree granting institutions 
in the United States) have had two or 
more graduates receive the award in the 
past three years. Many of the recipients 
had a master’s degree in accounting 
or a related field. Only the University 
of Georgia, with nearly 20 times the 
accounting students of Dordt, had three 
bachelor’s degree student recipients 
during this period.
Gorter, a double 
accounting and 
finance major 
now working as 
an audit assistant 
at Deloitte 
and Touche in 
Minneapolis, decided to begin his 
career in public accounting because it 
“really cuts to the core of a company’s 
operations,” Gorter says, adding, “A 
thorough understanding of the business 
transactions and processes relevant to 
a given company are crucial to properly 
account for and present that company’s 
financial position.” He believes that 
getting a sound understanding of the 
fundamentals of business will give him 
a foundation upon which he can build in 
the future.
Like most students sitting for the exam, 
both Brands and Gorter benefitted from 
the Becker CPA review course. And, 
Visser attributes some of their success to 
factors that helped shape their character 
and work ethic: strong Christian homes, 








“Dordt College does not 
advertise itself as a premier 
accounting school. Its primary 
purpose is to ‘equip students, 
alumni, and the broader community 
to work effectively toward Christ 
centered renewal in all aspects of 
contemporary life,’” said Visser. “By 
God’s grace, academic excellence is one 
of the many important byproducts of 
this mission—and Kristen and Michael’s 
accomplishments are evidence of this.”
“The faculty and staff at Dordt and 
the business department in particular, 
recognize that a solid education requires 
more than simply head knowledge. 
Integrity, hard work, teamwork, and 
trustworthiness are all essential to the 
educational process. Dordt not only 
prepared me well for my career but also 
strengthened my faith and my identity as 
a kingdom builder,” said Gorter.
SARAH VANDER PLAATS (’05)
Michael Gorter is an audit assistant at Deloitte 
& Touche in Minneapolis, auditing the financial 
statements of clients. He enjoys getting to know 
how companies in a variety of industries operate.
Michael Gorter (’12) was recently awarded the prestigious Elijah 
Watt Sells Award, an annual award given to those earning the 
highest scores who passed all four sections of the Certified Public 
Accounting (CPA) Exam on their first attempt.
“No other U.S. college or university has had as 
high a ratio of Sells Award winners to accounting 
graduates in the past three years as Dordt College.”
—Dr. John Visser














Most classes at Dordt College take place in a classroom filled 
with college students. Then there is 
Beginning Beekeeping, a course taught 
by Agriculture Professor Duane Bajema. 
Nine years ago, persistent students 
asked Dr. Bajema to share his 35 years 
of beekeeping knowledge. Now, 21 
members of the surrounding community, 
equally persistent, approached Bajema 
with the same request. This time, 
though, only one class member is a 
student at Dordt. The others travel 
up to 40 miles to attend Bajema’s 
weekly evening class at the Agriculture 
Stewardship Center, Dordt’s farm. 
Ron Rynders, a member of the class 
who also took Bajema’s first beekeeping 
class, finds that studying God’s creation 
and participating in stewardship brings 
excitement as he and others marvel 
over creation. Adri Smit, who attends 
the course with her husband, Ron, 
appreciates the community that the 
class develops. Relationships grow as 
classmates learn from Bajema and 
develop a shared passion for bees. 
Though Beginning Beekeeping adds 
to Bajema’s teaching load, his students’ 
commitment to the course makes it 
enjoyable. No one gets credit; they 
are there because they want to 
learn about beekeeping. Each 
member kept at least one hive 
as the weather warmed 
in late spring and 












honey, for beeswax, and for pollination. 
Personally, Bajema enjoys beekeeping 
as a hobby that provides him with an 
annual supply of honey. 
Bajema’s love for beekeeping relates 
to his Christian faith. He finds pleasure 
in interacting and caring for a specific 
part of creation and finds that he is 
more aware of nature around him as he 
considers how bees will interact and 
pollenate. And the more Bajema 
learns about bees, the more 
he is humbled in his learning. 
The class not only teaches 
the skill of beekeeping 
but also opens eyes 
to see the world 
from a different 
perspective.
Rynders agrees; 
he sees a 
beehive as an 
example of an 
ideal community, 
with all members 
serving and working 
together. Rynders 
says, “Bees shame us 
by their obedience 








Danielle DeBoer, a senior civil engineering major, was part of 
an Iowa State University team that 
won the Transportation 
Research Board’s Soil 
Mechanics Section Best 
Paper Award.
The paper addressed 
whether a new 
nationally mandated 
bridge pile design was both effective 
in Iowa soils and more cost-efficient.
DeBoer came to be part of the team 
through Professor Justin Vander Werff, 
currently completing his Ph.D. at 
Iowa State University. Vander Werff’s 
advisor needed a summer intern to 
help collect data for the paper titled 
“Verification of Recommended Load 
and Resistance Factor Design and 
Construction of Piles in Cohesive 
Soils.” DeBoer helped compute how 
much money could be saved with 
the new piles, while still maintaining 
adequate bridge strength.
Her education and her internship have 
paid dividends for DeBoer.
“Dordt gave me a great foundation 
for the internship,” said DeBoer. 
“The opportunity helped me become 
more familiar with concrete work 
and confirmed that I wanted to do 
foundational work as a career. The 
internship also helped me understand 
my upper level Dordt classes better 
when I returned to school.”
DeBoer now has a position as a 
structural engineer in Rock Island, 
Illinois.
“I’m really glad Professor Vander Werff 
pushed me to do the internship. It had 
a big impact on me deciding this was 
the right field for me. This is where my 
passion is.”
PROF. BAJEMA DOES 
HIS PART TO BOOST 
BEE POPULATION
SWEET WITNESS
Class member Ron Rynders’ interest in 
beekeeping began when his uncle shared 
hive honey with him as boy. Today, Rynders is 
helping teach beekeeping in the Ivory Coast. 
In Africa, beekeeping provides people with 
a skill and source of income, which, he says, 





Construction has begun on the first phase of a major expansion of the 
Science and Technology Center. 
“The Science and Technology Center 
expansion is an important part of 
building for the college’s future,” said 
Dr. Lloyd VanderKwaak, chair of the 
board. “This project will help us continue 
to serve our students with top-notch 
laboratories, classrooms, and learning 
opportunities for decades to come.”
In recent years, the growth in enrollment 
in Dordt’s natural science division 
has outpaced increases in enrollment 
in the other two academic divisions. 
Students in the sciences also have had a 
remarkable record of success, with pass 
rates in the top tier nationally on the 
Fundamentals of Engineering exam and 
the nursing NCLEX exam, along with four 
in five pre-med students being accepted 
into medical school compared to one in 
three nationally.
“Today’s world demands science majors 
with more interdisciplinary training,” 
said Dr. Ethan Brue, professor of 
engineering and the lead planner for 
the project. “Expanding and updating 
our facilities allows us to accommodate 
the growing number of students and 





Members of the science faculty put shovels into the ground to celebrate the beginning of a 







The college has raised $8 million for the $12 
million first phase. Phase 1 of the expansion 
creates a two-story addition connecting the 
science and classroom buildings containing:
• faculty offices
• technology-enabled classrooms, computer 
learning labs, and informal learning spaces
• public presentation and displays areas
• an engineering design and project wing 
• a high-bay work area where students can 
develop, build, and test prototypes
Later additions and renovations will include:
• a teaching and research green house 
• an expanded medical skills nursing 
laboratory
• biology, chemistry, physics, and agriculture 
labs
• mathematics and computer science space
• a field project laboratory 
• astronomy observatory
The entire project, which will take place in 
several phases, is expected to cost $20 million. 





Sioux County was one of 10 Iowa 
counties declared a federal disaster 
area in the wake of an April ice 
and snow storm. Approximately 
200 Dordt College students 
and employees helped remove 
thousands of downed tree limbs in 
people’s yards.
Dordt College sophomore engineer 




in Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota, 
in March. Jin, 
from Ontario, 
California, 
performed The Well Tempered Clavier 
Prelude and Fugue No. 20 in A minor 
by Bach, Piano Sonata No. 31 in A 
flat major Op. 110 by Beethoven, and 
Concert Etude S. 145 Gnomenreigen 
by Liszt. 
The Association of Christian Schools 
International (ACSI) recently 
awarded the highest level 10-year 
accreditation to the Dordt College 
education department. 
Eighteen Dordt College students 
participated in the National 
Postsecondary Agriculture Student 
Conference in Louisville, Kentucky. 
Eleven of the 18 took first, second, 
or third place in team and individual 
events.
Senior Kurt Frisch won the Best 
in Conference award at the 48th 
Annual Student History Conference 
at the University of South Dakota. 
His award marked the third year in 
a row that a Dordt student took first 
prize at this conference. 
Five vocal students were finalists in 
the Lewis and Clark Chapter of the 
National Association of Teachers 
of Singing (NATS) competition: 
Freshman Marshall Fynaardt, Juniors 
Leanna Bentz and Rachel Kooiman, 
and Seniors Maria Bouwkamp and  
Mia Kornelis.
The nursing department at 
Dordt College held its spring 
pinning ceremony on May 9 for 
24 Bachelor of Science in Nursing 
(BSN) students. It was the largest 






Senior Briana Vander Woude has been inching her way up the medal podium 
each of her four years at Dordt. This 
spring, the talented senior made it to the 
top and won the pentathlon at the NAIA 
national indoor track meet. (She followed 
that performance, as the Voice went 
to press, by winning the heptathlon 
at the NAIA national outdoor 
championships.) 
Vander Woude, a sprinter and 
jumper, finished 11th nationally as 
a freshman, fifth as a sophomore, 
and runner-up as a junior.
“I knew I was ranked first coming 
into the season, so there was 
pressure,” said Vander Woude. 
The elementary education major 
also earned top performer of the GPAC 
Indoor Championships in February, 
winning the 60-meter hurdles, high jump, 
and pentathlon with a conference-record 
3,652 points. Vander Woude was named 
an NAIA Scholar-Athlete and a CoSIDA/
Capital One All-American.
Vander Woude never envisioned herself 
as a pentathlon standout. The Clara 
City, Minnesota, native had done the 
long jump and high jump for Central 
Minnesota Christian High School. Her 
Dordt coaches suggested she try the 
pentathlon in her freshman year.
Vander Woude is a quiet leader on the 
Dordt track team, grounded, humble, and 
down to earth. 
Track Coach Craig Heynen admires 
Vander Woude’s work ethic. He calls her 
“one of the most disciplined and focused 
athletes” he has ever coached.
“She has a terrific combination of 
competitiveness, vision, and discipline 
to get the absolute maximum from her 
ability,” continued Heynen.
Alhough Vander Woude was aware of the 
expectations entering the indoor season, 
the senior never let it take hold of her, 
every meet focusing on her own goals.
Vander Woude concluded her indoor 
career with six Dordt College records. 
She also held five school records in 
outdoor track before the 2013 season.
But it’s not the individual accolades that 
Vander Woude will remember.
“What means the most to me,” said 
Vander Woude, “are the friendships and 
the relationships I’ve built; it’s been really 
fun, and I can’t imagine life without it.”
SAM EKSTROM (’14)
One year after claiming runner-up honors at the NAIA 
Indoor National Track and Field 
Championships, Junior Katie 
Bonnema won the national title in 
the 600 meters at the 2013 event.
Bonnema dominated, claiming the 
best time in preliminary heats with 
a 1:32.30. She ran a 1:31.52 to claim 
the championship. 
Bonnema has more goals to shoot 
for next year.
“Katie would love to be an all 
American in the 4 x 400, either 
indoor, outdoor, or both,” says 
Track Coach Dr. Craig Heynen. 
“We have discussed running 
more 800s, but she is so good 
at the 400/600 that it is 
difficult to fit in.” 
Bonnema is a mentor to several 
talented underclassmen on the 
Dordt track team and has a shot 
at breaking the NAIA record in 
the 600—she was about a second 
away from it this year.  
“As a freshman, Katie showed significant 
talent but was still learning how to 
compete with intensity and to push 
herself through a complete race,” 
said Heynen. “Her sophomore season 
was a breakout for her, as she further 
developed her skills in the 400, 600, and 
800. Katie exemplifies the quote from 
Eric Liddell in Chariots of Fire: ‘I believe 
that God made me for a purpose, but he 
also made me fast, and when I run I feel 
his pleasure.’”
VANDER WOUDE  
IS NAIA CHAMPION  
IN TWO EVENTS 
“She works so hard that 
sometimes I have to make 
her cut out part of the 
workout or take a day off 
so she can recover.”
—Coach Craig Heynen






After a national search, Dordt College 
named Howard Wilson, 
formerly the president 
of Ambrose University 
College and Seminary 
in Calgary, Alberta, its 
new vice president for 
enrollment management. 
Wilson, who has 25 years 
of experience in higher 
education, spent 12 years 
at Fuller Theological 
Seminary, where he was 
“mentored and nurtured in 
the Reformed worldview” 
by Dr. Richard Mouw. He 
held several leadership 
roles at Fuller, his final 
position being executive 
vice president for 
administration.
“We’re pleased to welcome 
Howard to the Dordt 
College community,” said 
Dordt College President 
Dr. Erik Hoekstra. “His 
lifelong alignment with 
Dordt’s mission and his 
experience in a variety 
of institutions of higher 
education will bring a 
wealth of experience to 
our campus.”
Wilson has led enrollment 
efforts at a number of 
institutions of Christian 
higher education. He 
comes to Dordt at a time 
when the college has 












It can’t be easy teaching a teacher, but that’s what Dordt College Senior Faby Castelan did 
this past semester as she helped Education 
Professor Kathleen VanTol develop her Spanish 
language skills. Castelan was admittedly 
nervous when they began, but “Professor 
VanTol is great,” she said.
The two were getting VanTol ready for a trip to 
Nicaragua where she is conducting workshops 
with educators from Tesoros de Dios school. 
VanTol, who also serves as a consultant for 
other students and projects, wanted to be able 
to converse with Nicaraguans in their native 
tongue. 
“Faby presented me with scenarios in Spanish 
about student concerns and helped me 
formulate my responses in Spanish,” said 
VanTol. “We’ve put together some very good 
materials for the workshops.”
Castelan also created “social stories” about 
topics such as washing hands, taking turns, 
and asking for help—topics that the teachers 
at Tesoros de Dios have asked VanTol to 
address. The school was recently given an 
iPad, so Castelan and VanTol put their stories 
on an iPad so that VanTol can share both 
pictures and audio. 
“I feel much more prepared to converse in 
Spanish, but I still wish my Spanish skills were 
better,” said VanTol. Castelan believes VanTol 
is more prepared than she thinks.
“Professor VanTol will have an interpreter with 
her, but she’s learned so much and is now able 
to communicate and respond to people,” 
said Castelan.
The experience has proved valuable for 
Castelan who discovered that teaching one’s 
native language is not always easy.
“Professor VanTol would ask me why I said 
something in Spanish the way that I did. 
Sometimes I didn’t know why; I just knew it 
was right,” she laughed.
Castelan, who grew up knowing both English 
and Spanish, had never taken an entry level 
Spanish class in which she conjugated verbs 
or formally learned sentence structure. This 
experience forced her to think through those 
fundamental grammar rules and find ways to 
teach them—something that will be helpful in 
her future teaching career.
“I want to teach in an immersion school where 
students learn in both Spanish and English,” 
she said. Castelan has already done practice 
teaching in a Spanish immersion school.








Education Professor Kathleen VanTol and Senior Faby Castelaan have enjoyed learning together. “Faby has been 





Professor Kathleen Van Tol took resources to 
Nicaragua that Faby Castelaan helped create. “I really 











A lab in Dr. Ryan Brunner’s Cognitive Psychology class this semester 
tested students’ ability to multi-task, 
particularly while driving.
Brunner set up a study designed to show 
students that the brain is incapable of 
multitasking. Rather, it switches focus 
and attention back and forth between 
tasks, thereby decreasing performance 
in both. 
To test this idea, students set up games 
of Wii Mario Kart and raced against 
each other. One student played without 
distractions, while another had to play 
while texting the Pledge of Allegiance or 
reaching backwards to select a specific 
toy out of a bag. 
“It became clear that it is impossible 
to give sufficient attention to the road 
when we multitask. I don’t recall any 
of my classmates coming in the top 5 
in Mario Kart when trying to drive and 
text,” said Junior Dorothy DeBoer.
“This is a tough concept to teach,” said 
Brunner, “but it’s an important one, and 
it applies to more than just driving.”  
“We live in a multitasking culture,” 
Brunner said. “Understanding attention 
allows us to understand how to live in 
an overwhelming information culture.”
Through weekly lectures and two-hour 
labs, Brunner’s students explored how 
thoughts work, studying subjects such 
as perception, attention, memory, and 
retention. The lab section of the course 
allowed students to experience more 
deeply the concepts they learned in 
Basic Psychology, Brunner said.  
According to DeBoer, the lab projects 
were “challenging yet enjoyable. What 
we learned about limited attention 
and about memory strategies was 







The 2013 Award for Teaching Excellence was awarded to 
History Professor Dr. Paul Fessler. 
whose game-based teaching methods, 
known as “Reacting to the Past,” have 
been described in the 
Chronicle of Higher 
Education as teaching 
“that sets students’ 
minds on fire.” History 
faculty point to him as a 
mentor and appreciate 
discussions he leads on Christian 
teaching. 
Fessler is a member of the Academic 
Senate and the originator and 
coordinator for Dordt’s annual 
Ideafest, where students present their 
research and projects.
An alumnus who nominated Fessler 
said that he “pushes his students to 
think deeper, try harder, and challenge 
themselves and others in historical 
analysis and study. He is tough, but 
fair.”
The Award for Noteworthy 
Scholarship was presented to Dr. 
Nathan Tintle, who has published 12 
peer-reviewed articles and delivered 
eight conference presentations in the 
last two years. Tintle 
has mentored more 
than 40 undergraduate 
research fellows since 
2006. In the past two 
years, he has won three 
grants worth more 
than $588,000, including a National 
Institutes of Health grant for work 
with the Human Genome Research 
Institute. He launched a new summer 
program for high school students 
called DCSIMS.
Tintle is lead author for a statistics 
textbook being tested in high school 
and college classrooms. One teacher 
says it has “radically changed” his 
curriculum, and students using it 
have described it as “hands-on, 






Students also completed projects testing 
short- and long-term memory retention and 
operant conditioning in which they had to 
train each other to complete a task using 
only positive reinforcement.  
Students memorized large amounts of 
information: entire books of the Bible, the 
names of every country and capital, the 
names and locations of every bone and 
muscle in the human body. 
According to Brunner, this project challenges 
traditional memorization techniques, and 
forces students to use the concepts they 
have learned in order to come up with new 





Seniors Trevor Wolterstorff, Cliff Warner, Jordan Vogel, Chris Sievers, 
and Shawn Keizer all concluded careers 
and left their mark on the Dordt record 
books. Perhaps the most impressive 
number of all was 97: the number of wins 
amassed in the seniors’ four 
years together.
“This group kept improving 
so that they were playing 
the best basketball of their 
careers the second semester 
of their senior year,” said 
Mike Byker, Dordt’s sports 
information director.
Wolterstorff graduates as 
one of the most decorated 
athletes in Dordt history. He finished 
second all-time in points scored (1,968), 
third in rebounds (751), and first in games 
started (129).
“I’m not going to remember the points, 
the scores, the long road trips, the tough 
wins, and the tough losses. I’m going 
to remember the good times with 
my teammates,” said Wolterstorff. 
Warner, a point guard, transferred 
to Dordt as a sophomore. 





Warner energized the team and the fans 
with his slick passing and three-point 
shooting, finishing third all-time in assists 
(360) and first all-time in three-pointers 
(229).
“It’s been awesome the last two and a 
half years playing with these guys and 
playing for Coach Douma,” said Warner.
The Defenders were blessed with 
two outstanding big men in Vogel 
and Sievers. The two posts spent four 
years wreaking havoc on opposing 
forwards, each scoring over 
1,000 points. Both admitted 
that it is hard to think 





single person on the team and then 
realize that’s the last time. That was 
probably the toughest part,” said Sievers.  
 
Said Vogel, “When you stand out there 
on the court for your last game it kind of 
gets to you, but doing it with four of my 
best friends was just really special.”
Keizer, a skilled shooter and defender, 
filled many roles in his four years on the 
team. His versatility allowed him to play 
in a team-record 131 games. The Sioux 
Center native leaves without a regret.
Together, the five seniors won a regular 
season conference title, a postseason 
conference title, and made two Elite 
Eight appearances in the NAIA Men’s 
Basketball Championship. 
Dordt’s success also helped pack the 
DeWitt Gymnasium with passionate fans, 
giving the Defenders a decisive home-
court advantage. The team enjoyed a 
29-1 record at home over the last two 
seasons, including a perfect home record 
this past year.
Head Coach Ross Douma sums it up 
simply: “Our guys did a great job 
representing Dordt College, who 
we are, and what we stand for.”
SAM EKSTROM (’14)
MEN’S BASKETBALL SAYS 
GOODBYE TO FIVE SENIORS
“You cannot find a more successful run over the last few 
years than this group has had. What makes it successful 
is the type of representation these young men are of 
their parents, of their institution, and of themselves.”
Athletic Director Glenn Bouma
The final buzzer at the end of the Defenders’ quarterfinal finish at the NAIA 
national tournament in March marked the end of something special for one 








CANOE IS ON 
THE MOVE
Dordt College’s 179-pound concrete canoe, Koinonia, floated to a second place finish this year at the annual 
Concrete Canoe Competition held by the American Society of 
Civil Engineers. The regional competition held in April gave 
students an opportunity to work on a project that required 
skills in management, teamwork, design, and construction.
Dordt is a relative newcomer to the competition. The first 
canoe floated in 2011 and earned fifth place. The team took 
third in 2012 and second in 2013.
“Dordt’s team emphasized campus involvement, ranging from 
art majors designing the canoe to the campus-wide naming of 
the canoe,” said Dr. Douglas De Boer, professor of engineering. 
Moving up in the medals could be due to innovative ways 
the team recycled and saved on water use during the curing 
process, decreased waste and cost by reusing foam and molds 
from previous years, and the success of this year’s paper.
Dordt’s team took first place for their paper, up from 7th and 
5th place in previous years. The paper is worth 25 percent of 
the team’s final score.
“The success in the paper shows that the team this year did a 
good job of learning from the work of the past two years,” said 
Engineering Professor Justin Vander Werff. “It also points to 
excellent organization and teamwork.” 
“We are excited about how awareness of the canoe project 
has grown,” said junior Andrew Deelstra, who has competed 
all three years. “We are looking forward to having the 
competition held at Dordt in 2015.”
Teams in this year’s competition included Dordt, the 
University of Iowa, South Dakota State University, the 
University of Wisconsin Platteville, the University of 
Minnesota Duluth, the University of Minnesota Twin 
Cities, and Minnesota State University Mankato. 
SARAH VANDER PLAATS (’05)
In three years, Dordt’s concrete canoe team improved their design 
enough to halve the weight and move near the top of the competion.
HOW MONEY 
WORKS AND 
HOW TO USE IT
Erica Vonk runs the business administration department. Just ask anyone in the department. And thanks to her 
initiative, the department is helping run a program that 
teaches kindergarten through college age students about 
economics and personal finance.
Vonk, the department’s administrative assistant, previously 
worked with the Center for Economic Education 
(CEE) in Nebraska and South Dakota. Dordt 
is the first Christian college in the country to 
serve as a state center for CEE. It involves both 
the business and education departments. 
The CEE reaches out to private and public K-12 
schools in Iowa, using a National Council for 
Economic Education program to help students to become 
economically responsible citizens and stewards of the 
resources God has given them. 
The education department’s connections to Iowa schools and 
teachers have opened doors for the new program. They are 
training education students to teach their future students 
about financial literacy. 
The business department has built a resource library that 
allows teachers to check out economic textbooks and 
resources for their classrooms. Art Attema, the CEE director, 
is building connections with local businesses willing to 
sponsor the program. The department also hosts student 
competitions in stock market games, finance challenges, and 
other economics-related activities. The competitions bring 
new students to campus. 
Nikki Dykstra, a sophomore accounting major, visits an after 
school program each week, using games and activities to 
teach students how to make smart financial decisions. Dykstra 
believes that educating students about economics at a young 
age will benefit them for the rest of their lives.
Heidi de Waal, a sophomore education 
student, teaches economics to several 
grades, learning as she teaches. As a future 
teacher, De Waal realizes that what she 
learns through the CEE program now will 
improve her teaching later. 
Eventually, Dordt’s CEE hopes to 
expand the program to reach schools 
outside of Northwest Iowa and to 
offer economic and financial literacy 
















Dr. Duane Bajema was a reviewer 
of submissions for the national 
meetings of the 2013 American 
Association for Agricultural 
Education Research Conference 
to be held in Columbus, Ohio, this 
summer. The research focuses 
on agricultural communications, 
agricultural leadership, school-
based agricultural education, 
extension and outreach education, 
and agricultural education in 
postsecondary settings.
For the fifth year 
in a row, Dr. Ron 
Vos is teaching 
an introductory 
agriculture class 
to students at 
Northrise University 
and interested farmers of the 
region. As a result of Vos’s work in 
Zambia, a community of farmers are 
practicing sustainable agriculture, 
performing on-farm research, and 
sharing their results with each other. 
Most of the farmers that attend the 
seminars are Christians and their 
willingness to share information 
and successes is a witness to non-
Christian and Muslim farmers.
Dr. John Kok is 
teaching a week-
long course in May 
(with Rev. Tom 
Soerens, U.N.E.L.A., 
as interpreter) on 
Reformed worldview 
and Christian philosophy in Cuba 
for the Departamento Nacional de 
Educación Cristiana of the Iglesia 
Cristina Reformada en Cuba (the 
Christian Education Department 
of the Cuban Christian Reformed 
Church). The 12 students are 
primarily evangelists and pastors 
in training. Kok is also leading a 
workshop in Cuba in June with 26 
UNELA associates from the Havana 
contingent of the Salvation Army.
Dr. Benjamin Kornelis led clinics 
with choirs at three area high 
schools in April. He worked with 
students and teachers at Sheldon 
High School, Rock Valley High 
School, and Unity Christian High 
School in Orange City.  
On Ash Wednesday, professors in Dordt’s Introduction to the Arts class 
decided to do something a little different. 
The class, which is divided into sections 
that focus on theater, music, visual art, 
and film, met together to look at how art 
has traditionally been used for Lent.
“Lent is about stepping away from our 
normal routines,” said Dr. Bob De Smith. 
He and the other instructors wanted 
students to think about Lenten themes 
and practices through the arts.
According to De Smith, the class “is 
about looking at how art is relevant 
to our lives” and connecting art to an 
event that is very relevant to the lives of 
Christians made sense.
“It was not what students were used 
to, in terms of class or in terms of their 
particular Christian tradition,” said Art 
Professor Matt Drissell.
“I appreciated the way the professors 
approached the subject,” said Junior 
Reuben Van Gaalen.
Music Professor John MacInnis said that 
the class was mainly about exposure, 
both to Lent and to art. His goal was 
to “expose students to great music” 
and teach them about historical Lenten 
practice and help them think about how 
we can approach Lent today. 
Students were presented with Lenten 
themes and practices in different media 
throughout history and challenged to 
think about and incorporate what they’d 
seen and experienced in how they think 
about and celebrate Lent. They left the 
class in silence in order to further reflect 
on what they had seen and heard.
Students were challenged by Theater 
Professor Josiah Wallace’s encouragment 
to know something “by heart.” He noted 
that congregations often read and sing 
the same things, but “need to decide 
what it means and have a reason why 
they say it.” 
“I really liked the theatrical presentation 
of Psalm 51,” said senior Shannon 
Spargo. “Professor Wallace showed 










For students, like all of us, new insights and deepened experiences often come as a result of seeing 
and engaging ideas in new ways.
CLASS PROTOCOL
Normally, Introduction to the Arts is divided 
into four half-semester options, with each 
student taking two of the four sections. All 
students and professors meet together at 
the half way point to explore an aspect of 
art from the perspective of all four arts.  This 
year’s schedule gave an extra day to the first 






When students pile into 15 passenger vans for PLIA (Putting 
Love Into Action) at the start of spring 
break, no one really knows quite what 
to expect. Each of 15 teams 
of up to 10 students drives 
to a different part of 
the country; some team 
members have never 
even spoken to each 
other before. Though 
each team knows its 
destination, what actually awaits them is 
always a bit of a surprise. 
My van included 10 students headed for 
Colorado City, Arizona. Even for those 
who had experienced PLIA before, our 
site offered something different from 
what any other PLIA team has ever 
experienced. We knew that Colorado 
City is a Mormon town and that the girls 
needed to wear black long sleeve shirts. 
What we found is, well, hard to describe.
We woke up in Colorado City on Sunday 
morning in the basement apartment of 
a couple who told them they were the 
only two Christians living in Colorado 
City. That first morning, we went across 
the street to the home of a family that 
had left the Fundamentalist Latter 
Day Saints (FDLS), the religion that 
dominated the town. Imagine walking 
into a home, greeted by a man who 
tells you about his four wives. On his 
living room wall are pictures of his 34 
children. You sit with part of this family 
and listen via speakerphone to their 
prophet’s message about the goodness of 
polygamous relationships and about how 
familiar Bible passages, supported by his 
prophetic revelations, support polygamy. 
Though many of our experiences that 
week were equally as unbelievable to us 
as this one, this visit set the tone for our 
trip. 
Our role in Colorado City was to build 
relationships through service. These 
relationships were a means of sharing 
Christ’s love and joy in the community. As 
we built relationships, we opened doors 
for the couple we stayed with to build 
long-term relationships that we hope will 
change people’s hearts. 
No one in the FLDS is allowed to 
communicate with outsiders, so our only 
interactions in Colorado City were with 
people who had left or been expelled 
from the group. We did yard work for a 
single mom, painted for a family living 
in a tiny trailer, and planted flowers for 
a man whose family left him when he 
actively began to resist the leadership 
of the FLDS. When we arrived, we were 
convinced that our work would simply 
plant seeds, that we would not actually 
see change in our four days in Colorado 
City. But God is working. A woman, who 
told us she did not want to have anything 
to do with religion on our first day there, 
spent our last day talking to the Christian 
couple about Christ and about why we 
as a team found so much joy in our work 
and displayed such love for each other 
and those around us. 
For my team and me, PLIA was shocking. 
I do not think any of us realized that a 
town like Colorado City could exist in 
the United States. It reminded us that 
although there is darkness in the world, 
Christ is also alive and active in the 
world. 
The trip challenged us to think deeply 
about what we believe about Christ 
and the Bible and why. The Christians 
that guided us through our experience 
in Colorado City helped us discuss our 
experiences and discern appropriate 
responses. We learned to love people 
that are in many ways so different from 
us. And as we loved them, we realized 
that they are not as different as we 
thought. 
These challenging experiences helped 
us grow as individuals and as a team. 
Through working, hiking, driving, loving, 
serving, laughing, and playing, we joined 
together as a PLIA family. Though none 
of us began the trip as close friends, 
we ended the trip as a group bonded in 
deep friendship, a friendship that started 
in service and grew through loving and 
shining Christ’s light in darkness. 
ELIZABETH RILEY (’15)
PLIA: LIGHT SHINES BRIGHT 
IN THE DARKEST PLACES





On an unseasonably cold night in April, most of the students in one 
former Core 100 group—seniors who 
would graduate in one 
short month—gathered 
in Instructor Andy 
Schuttinga’s living room 
for brownies, milk, and 
reminiscing.
“I remember when Aaron 
buried me under the chairs in the corner 
of the room in Core 100,” said Patrick 
Visscher, an accounting major from Sioux 
Center, elbowing exercise science major 
Aaron Floen of Sioux Center. The others 
burst into laughter. 
“I’m pretty sure you scared me when 
you jumped out,” said Schuttinga.
“Remember hiding the phone in the 
ceiling tiles?” said Kaitlyn Broersma, 
an elementary education major from 
Sunnyside, Washington.
The Core 100 group moves 
on to recalling the Freshman 
Olympics, an afternoon 
where each Core 100 group 
competed in team-building activities 
such as tossing water balloons over a 
volleyball net using only blankets or 
passing a bucket of water with their feet. 
“The Olympics were a great way to 
see one another’s personality and 
build camaraderie,” said Ward Matthias, 
a political science major from Sumner, 
Iowa. In fact, their Core 100 group won 
the Olympics that year. 
“I think we had the best Core 100 group,” 
said Josh Vander Well, an agri-business 
major from Ontario, Canada.
“I think it was the teacher,” said Visscher, 
and everyone laughed.
“I’m not giving you any money for that 
answer, Patrick,” said Schuttinga. “But 
yes, we did have a good time and a lot of 
fun. We had a lot of good discussions in 
this group.”
Soon, the conversation turned to 
highlights of their Dordt experience. 
For Matthias one highlight was meeting 
presidential candidates Michele 
Bachmann and Rick Santorum. “They 
visited Dordt and spoke on 
campus, and I was able to 
spend some time with 
them,” he recalls.
For Kendall 
Stroeh, a history education major from 
Luverne, Minnesota, the friendships have 
been a highlight.
“I’ve enjoyed hanging out with friends. 
But, if I could do one thing over, I think I’d 
branch out more and meet more people,” 
he says now.
Josh adds that living in the dorms and 
apartments on campus helped him 
make strong connections with other 
Dordt students, but notes that the real 
highlight happened already in his first 
year when he met his fiancée.
Visscher and Broersma, who are now 




For many Dordt students, Core 100 “Kingdom, 
Identity, and Calling” is a segue into the Dordt 
College experience. When students first step 
onto Dordt’s campus during Week of Welcome 
(WoW)—a time when first-year students adjust 
to campus before other students arrive—they 
meet with a group of students who will 
ultimately form their Core 100 class. 
“I liked that, as a freshman, I had a group that 
I could identify with and that could help me 
in my first few weeks of college,” said Chelsea 
Gross.
In the fall semester, each Core 100 group 
meets twice a week to discuss how to adjust 
to academic and social life in college as well 
as to consider the Reformed perspective that 
lies at the heart of a Dordt education. A Core 
100 instructor, usually a seasoned Dordt 
professor, guides the students in this process.
“Without WoW or Core 100, some students 
would have trouble adjusting to a new 
schedule and making friends right away,” said 
Ward Matthias. Some Core 100 groups disband 
after the first semester and never meet again. 
Some groups continue to find ways to stay in 
touch with each other.

















“And no, I can’t take any credit for their 
relationship,” said Schuttinga, “but I did 
notice that you were always trying to be 
in the same group together,” he teased.
The highlight for Patrick occurred during 
NSPICE, a semester abroad program, 
while he and Broersma were visiting 
Rome.
“I knelt right outside the Coliseum in 
Rome and proposed,” he said. 
Erin Conley, an engineering major 
from West Liberty, Iowa, and Chelsea 
Gross, an elementary education major 
from Gilbert, Arizona, said that Dordt’s 
short-term mission opportunities had a 
significant impact on them. 
“Last spring break, I went to Liberia 
for AMOR,” said Conley. “Going back to 
Africa is definitely something I want to 
do in the future.”
“One of the highlights for me was going 
on PLIA for spring break,” said Chelsea. 
She and her team went to Camden, 
New Jersey, for mission work, and 
in the process developed wonderful 
relationships and had a lot of fun.
Schuttinga is pleased that so many 
members of his group highlight off-
campus experiences. “We tell every Core 
100 student, ‘hey, study abroad will get 
you out of your comfort zone,’” he said.
A month before graduation, the students 
can hardly believe the time has gone.
“I’ll miss the community,” said Gross, 
thinking especially about Praise and 
Worship and GIFT nights when students 
came together to worship.
“I’ll miss the meals with my roommates,” 
said Matthias.
“I’m going to miss living with my friends,” 
said Vander Well. “I mean, when else in 
your life do you get to live with six of 
your best friends? We all are ready to 
graduate, but we know we’re going to 
miss all the good times we had.”
SARAH GRONECK (’10)
Dordt science professors and 
students gave poster presentations 
at the annual meeting of the Iowa 
Academy of Science on April 19-20 
at Simpson College
• “Applying Inquiry-Based Learning 
to Anatomy & Physiology 
Laboratories” by Traci Hoogland, 
Brittany De Ruyter, and Tony 
Jelsma
• “Using the Yeast Two-Hybrid 
(Y2H) System as a Class Project 
to Teach Upper Level Molecular 
Biology” by Tony Jelsma and 
Robbin Eppinga
• “Analyzing the Potential for 
Inbreeding and Outbreeding 
Depression in Butterfly Milkweed 
(Asclepia tuberosa) on Iowa 
Native Prairies” by Jeffrey 
Ploegstra, Brittany De Ruyter, 
Zack Petersen, Kayla Graves, 
Michelle Alkema, and Tony Jelsma
Professor David 
Versluis participated 
in the AIGA South 
Dakota’s “QUOTE 
THIS! The Handmade 
Type Art Gallery 
Show” at the Sioux 
Falls Design Center. Versluis’s piece 
was a photograph of a custom-order, 
hand-lettered graduation cake 
quoting designer Morton Goldsholl, 
who said “Bad Design is Useless and 
a Sham.” The group exhibition is on 
display from May through July 2013. 
Students in Dordt’s department of 
art and design enjoyed eating the 
cake!
On April 27, Versluis gave a 
presentation titled “From Professor 
to Designer and Back Again: Working 
with Rick Valicenti at Studio Thirst 
(3st)” at the Envisioning Design: 
Education, Culture, Practice 
conference at the University of 
Northern Iowa. 
Dr. Erik Hoekstra and Dr. Timothy 
Van Soelen presented a two-day 
workshop sponsored by Christian 
Schools International in Seattle, 
Washington, in late February. 
“Leading for Teaching Excellence” 
was attended by CEOs and 
superintendents from CSI schools. 
Faculty Bits
An off-campus program in Europe provided a memorable setting for a marriage proposal for seniors 
Patrick Visscher and Kaitlyn Broersma.
“The randomness of 
having a bunch of 
guys with a bunch of 
creative ideas all in one 














The importance of John Hulst’s leadership to Dordt College and the 
kingdom of God throughout the world 
is incredible. John’s engaging mind, his 
servant’s heart, his encouraging spirit, 
and his tireless work ethic have been 
a gift to many,” said President Erik 
Hoekstra upon Hulst’s passing.
Raised and later ordained as a minister 
in the Christian Reformed Church, Hulst 
served as Christian Reformed pastor 
before he began teaching theology at 
Dordt College in 1968. Over the years, 
he moved from theology professor to 
campus pastor to dean of students to 
president. His presidency, from 1982 to 
1996, marked a time of significant growth 
and maturing in Dordt College history.
As president of Dordt College, Hulst 
helped put in place a strong faculty 
development program so that Dordt’s 
academic program would prepare 
students well for their future lives and 
professions. He broadened Dordt’s and 
its students’ connections to people and 
institutions around the world, bringing 
in students and professors from other 
cultures and expanding the available 
options for off campus programs. During 
his tenure, Dordt’s master of education 
program began, the college received 
its first $1 million gift, enrollment 
rebounded, the number of faculty with 
Ph.D.s increased, a bold campus plan 
began to be implemented, and new 
technology was embraced.
“We have lost 
a visionary 
   servant leader”
REMEMBERING PRESIDENT J.B. HULST
DR. JOHN B. HULST, THE SECOND PRESIDENT OF DORDT COLLEGE, DIED ON 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2013, IN PELLA, IOWA. HULST WAS 83 YEARS OLD.
TO BE REFORMED IS TO BE REFORMING
I remember John Hulst’s passion, organizational skills, clarity of vision, sense of humor, genuine 
interest in others, and gentle love as a husband and (grand)father. Perhaps even more important 
was his ability to change, grow, develop, deepen, and broaden his perspective on life, culture, 
the world, and even history. This remarkable gift enabled him to press for ongoing renewal in 
culture, education, politics, and recreation. His worldview continued to deepen and broaden 
as he lived. For him “To be Reformed was to be reforming” and enabled him to become less 
theologically rigid and more biblical, less ecclesiastical and more kingdom-oriented, less 
seminary-minded and more Christian-education-centered.
Dr. John C. Vander Stelt, emeritus professor, Dordt College
GRACIOUS
John’s gentleness never served as a 
substitute for conflict. He recognized 
that leadership in Christian higher 
education would entail conflict, 
including disagreements with other 
Christians; and yet he showed me 
ways to minimize conflicts that would 
weaken the cause. John’s way of 
living demonstrated an integration 
of mission and life. As he once noted, 
John Calvin’s central theological 
category is grace. In many ways John 
embodied a gracious response to 
the disagreements of life. Despite 
the inconveniences of polio, I never 
once heard him complain. Despite 
disagreements over issues general 
and specific, he maintained a public 
graciousness even in the face of 
fierce opposition. I am grateful to God 
that John so graciously provided us 
with an example of a fully integrated 
public life.
Dr. Nick Lantinga, associate professor, 
Handong Global University, and 
Hulst’s successor as executive director 
of IAPCHE while its home office was 











I learned to know John as a mentor and friend while I was president of the Institute for Christian 
Studies and he was chair of the board at ICS. His wealth of experience and the respect he 
enjoyed were great assets to ICS. John and I particularly enjoyed a good working relationship in 
fundraising. I learned something from John with every visit we made. I recall an occasion when 
we were trying to convince someone to take a leadership position in a fundraising campaign. 
This person politely declined three or four times during our visit, and when John approached 
the matter from yet another angle, the person said in exasperation, “The word ‘No’ isn’t in your 
vocabulary, is it?’” It wasn’t when the issue was integral Christian scholarship and teaching.
Dr. Harry Fernhout (’70), president of the King’s University College
MAN WITH VISION
From the time I met him I experienced John 
Hulst as a man with a vision. In the 70s I was 
privileged to work closely with John in the 
writing of Dordt’s institutional statement 
of purpose: The Educational Task of Dordt 
College. Our collaboration, requiring meeting 
after meeting, inviting intensive debate, and 
prompting mutual encouragement, remains 
in my mind as a happy memory. When I 
think back to the years of Dr. Hulst at Dordt 
College, I think of friendship and good times, 
to be sure, but especially of his unwavering 
commitment to vision and perspective. As we 
know, without vision we perish.
Dr. John Van Dyk, emeritus professor,  
Dordt College
Additional and extended tributes to Dr. John 
B. Hulst are printed in the March issue of 
Contact, the newsletter of the International 
Association for the Promotion of Christian 




A Doorkeeper in 
God’s Household, 
and a book of his 
speeches, Christian 
Education: Issues 
of the Day, are 
available through the Dordt College 
bookstore (bookstore.dordt.edu) or 
Amazon.com.
SUPPORTER OF A BIGGER VISION
One of the things that most impressed me about John was his encouragement to those of us 
working to develop the Association for Public Justice. He, of course, was one of the founders 
and even though he didn’t know a lot about politics and government, he sensed the common 
spirit we shared as we tried to develop a Christian approach to politics in the United States. He 
encouraged us to move ahead, even if he didn’t know where it was going to end up.
Dr. James Skillen, former Dordt professor and executive director of the Center for Public Justice
QUIET DIGNITY
When Dr. John B. Hulst began 
teaching theology at Dordt College in 
1968, I was one of his first students. 
I remember his quiet dignity and his 
impressive command of the material 
as he lectured to hundreds of first-
year students in the old gymnasium 
at Dordt. Deeply committed to a 
Kuyperian vision of life and society, 
John Hulst had an unstoppable 
passion for higher education in 
the Reformed tradition. What I 
remember most vividly, however, 
and with greatest appreciation, is 
John’s genuine interest and care for 
the young people he served over the 
years. Blessed with a deep bass voice 
and a lively intelligence, he would 
always seek me out at meetings to 
ask about my life and to offer words 
of appreciation and encouragement. 
Even though he had served thousands 
of undergraduates over the years, he 
always let me know I had his personal 
blessing. We have lost a visionary 
servant leader. Asking God to sustain 
his loved ones, we give heartfelt 
thanks for his life and work.
Dr. Lambert Zuidervaart (’72), one of 
Hulst’s early students, now professor of 
philosophy at the Institute for Christian 
Studies
PROMOTION
Dr. Hulst often reminded me that 
the development and promotion of a 
Reformed Christian perspective was 
more important than promoting the 
college, although he saw promoting 
Dordt College as crucially important 
to promoting such a vision.
Lyle Gritters, former vice president for 





A FACULTY  REFLECTION
Soundings
God’s Word has something to say about our academic work at Dordt 
College. Proverbs 29:18, in the King 
James Version, puts it this way: Where 
there is no vision, the people perish; but he 
that keepeth the law, happy 
is he.
The first half sounds 
like an injunction to 
keep in mind for our 
academic mission and 
for shaping our ideas, 
policies, and practices 
so that they’re in accord with it. Excellent 
advice for all of us to follow; that’s what 
drew me to the text in the first place. But 
why is vision and flourishing connected 
to keeping the law? 
The NIV gives us something different to 
ponder: Where there is no revelation, the 
people cast off restraint; but blessed is he 
who keeps the law.
This opening phrase doesn’t 
nudge us to think about game 
plans or long-range mission 
statements. It seems to say 
that we’ll fall into some sort 
of unrestrained revolutionary 
trouble-making if we have no prophetic 
vision or revelatory message from God 
to direct us. Does that mean we should 
pay more attention to the Bible, since 
that’s where prophetic revelation is 
housed today? Staying close to Scripture 
is good advice. But valuing revelation 
still seems a bit disconnected from the 
rest of the proverb. Plus, the final parts 
seem to move us into a sort of legalism 
that might be thought out of place today 
for people living in an age of Christian 
freedom. What links the two parts of this 
Solomonic proverb? 
Psalm 1 offers helpful elaboration. 
Blessed is the man who does not walk 
in the counsel of the wicked or stand in 
the way of sinners or sit in the seat of 
mockers. But his delight is in the law of 
the Lord, and on his law he meditates 
day and night. He is like a tree planted by 
streams of water, which yields its fruit in 
season and whose leaf does not wither.
Whatever he does prospers.
I doubt that the Psalm intends for all 
of us to become absorbed in monastic 
meditation on the Decalogue or the 
ceremonial laws of Leviticus, important 
though those things were in setting out 
God’s covenant with Israel. It’s a bigger, 
grander task we’re called to. The law of 
the Lord orders our whole lives and that 
of the entire cosmos, weaving it into a 
harmonious unity, into a world that in the 
beginning God pronounced good. God’s 
sovereign ordinances—his Laws—make 
possible the periodic orbiting of planets 
and comets, the growth and cultivation 
of seeds for food, the industry of ants 
and honey bees, the frolicking chatter 
of dolphins, the maturation of children 
into adults, the growth of sophisticated 
social structures and institutions, the 
development of a multitude of cultures, 
the blossoming of arts and sciences—
even the ability to uniquely factor all 
whole numbers into a product of primes. 
God reveals his intentions for life through 
his holy spokesmen and in the canonical 
writings but also and most pervasively 
through his wise governance of the 
creation he made and loves deeply, 
so deeply that he gave his only Son to 
redeem it. We are called to meditate 
on God’s ways with all his creatures, 
throughout his domain, growing in 
knowledge and understanding, bringing 
him glory as we live and learn in accord 
with his Law. This broader and deeper 
meaning of Law is reinforced by the 
way the NIV translates the last part of 
the proverb: Blessed are those who heed 
wisdom’s instruction.
Such reflection is central to our academic 
work at Dordt College. Isn’t this what 
academic discipleship in the kingdom of 
God is all about? Aren’t we to engage in 
this as scholars and bring others along as 
student apprentices? We have different 
tasks and unique ways to organize 
and pursue and unfold this collective 
wisdom, but we contribute to living the 
way God intended from the beginning, 
to advancing the ongoing reclamation 
project of shalom, to bringing about 
blessing rather than succumb to the curse 
of disintegration and futility. The whole 
creation awaits the final consummation, 
for God’s sons and daughters to be 
revealed in their lives and actions, so 
that it too can be reconciled to God and 
released from its bondage to sin.
Proverbial blessing and joy will be ours if 
we remain faithful to this calling.
DR. CALVIN JONGSMA OFFERED THIS 
DEVOTIONAL AT THE OPENING FACULTY 
MEETING THIS SEMESTER.
Reflecting on Dordt College’s Academic Work
The law of the Lord orders our whole lives and that of 
the entire cosmos, weaving it into a harmonious unity, 



















When Mathematics Professor Calvin Jongsma enrolled as a freshman at 
Trinity Christian College in the mid-60s, 
he thought he was just moving to the 
next level in Christian education. “But,” 
he says, “it was life-changing.”  
What changed Jongsma was being 
introduced to a neo-Kuyperian/
reformational vision of life: “The whole 
world opened up. Faith wasn’t just about 
morality or church but about everything 
you did, including your studies.”  
Forty-five years later, this Kuyperian 
worldview is still central to everything 
Jongsma does. It also directs the way he 
teaches mathematics.
After completing his M.A., Jongsma 
returned to Trinity to teach mathematics. 
Convinced that he was called to 
teach, he decided to learn more about 
the philosophy and foundations of 
mathematics in a doctoral program at the 
University of Toronto. 
“I thought that by taking a historical 
approach I could show that philosophy—
worldview—makes a difference in the 
way mathematics gets developed. 
Looking at its history, one can see clearly 
that mathematics is not a neutral field. 
So perhaps we should be asking, ‘How 
can a reformational Christian perspective 
inform the way we do mathematics?’”  
Answering that question has been at the 
heart of Jongsma’s teaching and research. 
A Christian approach to mathematics, 
he says, does not draw upon special 
methods or content derived from 
Scripture or theology. Rather, a Christian 
perspective recognizes the significant 
but limited role mathematics can have in 
contributing to our understanding of the 
multifaceted world God has created.
Jongsma began teaching at Dordt 
in 1982. Thinking he might stay for 
five years, he stayed for 31, held by 
Dordt’s commitment to promoting a 
reformational vision of education.  
Few people at Dordt have done 
more than Jongsma to promote the 
flourishing of that vision. One significant 
contribution has been to the General 
Education (now Core) Program.
As director of that program in the 
1990s, Jongsma, with Hubert Krygsman, 
developed and wrote The Educational 
Framework of Dordt College. Using earlier 
documents, they distilled a set of four 
themes that could help put the concept 
of serviceable insight into practice.  
“We really wanted to move from 
educational philosophy to educational 
practice,” he said. “How can we make 
insights serviceable? How can we 
take the ideas of creation, fall, and 
redemption, structure and direction, and 
craft them into operational emphases 
around which to organize the curriculum 
and do program reviews?’” 
The resulting four curricular coordinates, 
Religious Orientation, Creational Structure, 
Creational Development, and Contemporary 
Response, continue to provide a 
framework for the entire educational 
enterprise of the college.
Jongsma helped this vision flourish by 
serving nine years as the director of 
the New Faculty Orientation Program. 
He says with a smile, “I really enjoyed 
seminar discussions and debates with 
new faculty. The conversations helped 
many of us who participated to grow.”
But Jongsma has always seen himself 
first of all as a teacher. At Dordt he has 
taught 27 different courses. He’s written 
a textbook for Discrete Mathematics that 
he’s used for 25 years, and he is now 
developing a resource book for middle 
school math teachers in which he shows 
how the history of mathematics can give 
ideas for effective teaching and learning. 
He hopes to finish that book and do 
further writing in his retirement. And he 
still gets genuinely excited when he sees 
an elegant proof or a surprising linkage 
between different fields of mathematics.
“I’ve been exceptionally blessed to have 
been able to do what I enjoy: teach 
mathematics and logic; do historical, 
philosophical, and educational research; 
think about, organize, and synthesize 
ideas. These are the ways I’ve tried to 
share my gifts with others,” he says.  
DAVID SCHELHAAS (’62)
CALVIN JONGSMA
Leaving 31 years of teaching for more focused research and writing
Dr. Calvin Jongsma may have taught more of his 
own children than most. His three children and 
two daughters-in-law studied under him. In his 
honor they set up a mathematics scholarship.
ON INFINITY
Over dinner one summer, I asked Cal how 
he had spent the day. He tells us he read a 
book on 19th century ideas about infinity—
especially the work of a mathematician 
named Cantor. As we ply him with questions, 
he animatedly tells us what he has learned. 
His comments are organized and clear 
so that I almost think I understand him—
though eventually I sit simply amazed at the 
complexity of the topic, enjoying Cal’s delight 
in it. He is interested in the subject for its own 
sake, fascinated by its complexity and the way 
the study of infinity has developed over the 
years. He delights in the wonder and vastness 
of the creation but also in the way humans 
have been able to think about and describe 
that vastness. For Cal, infinity and the study of 











Leaving the classroom after 44 memorable years, 21 at Dordt College
Dr. Dennis Vander Plaats can relate to students who dislike school. As a kid, 
he did everything he could to avoid it. He 
recalls standing over a stove until his face 
was flushed and warm to convince his 
mom that he had a fever and should stay 
home. He couldn’t wait to get out of high 
school and work with his hands.
He graduated from high school during the 
Vietnam War era.
“If you don’t go to college, you’ll go to 
Vietnam,” he recalls his mother telling 
him. He remembers thinking that might 
be better than more school.
His mother must have convinced him, 
because in the fall of 1965, he applied 
to Dordt College. He told himself he’d 
study to be park ranger or something that 
would get him outside.
Dordt was primarily a teacher education 
school at that time, and since most of 
his peers were going into education, 
he followed the crowd. He changed his 
major often but graduated in 1969, still 
lethargic about teaching. It took a late 
spring call from Calvin Christian School in 
Sioux Falls to get him into his own fifth/
sixth classroom.
“I fell in love with the kids,” he says. By 
the end of the year he knew he’d found 
his place. Ironically, that meant he had 
to go back to school to get elementary 
certification. Now, finally, after 62 years, 
he’s leaving school.
Vander Plaats came to Dordt after 24 
years in middle grades. He has many good 
memories, some of them captured in a 
song framed on his office wall, a song his 
students wrote and sang to him on the 
last day of school before he moved to 
Dordt. The seemingly natural affinity he 
had for middle school age students and 
his own struggles as a student helped 
him “identify with those who couldn’t or 
wouldn’t play the academic game.”
“I’ve often told education students that 
you can be too smart as a teacher. You 
need to know how they think in middle 
school. I think I actually started to think 
like a sixth grader,” he adds with a laugh.
Vander Plaats’s middle school experiences 
shaped him as a 
college professor. 
He’s tried to help 
future teachers 
catch a passion 
for teaching 
as serving, to 
sense that they 
have the call, 
authority, and 
responsibility 
to find ways for 
every student to 
gain the skills 
and knowledge they need to be “who God 
intended them to be.”
“It’s not about power, but about service,” 
he says. “Achievement doesn’t give worth, 
being God’s child does.”
Vander Plaats believes that the push to 
close the achievement gap in education 
today can focus on the wrong things. He 
agrees that schools need to help lower 
achieving students function at a higher 
level; but, closing the achievement gap 
can also be done by holding higher 
achieving students back. If teachers were 
truly helping all students reach their 
God-given potential, the achievement 
gap would likely grow, he believes. He is 
encouraged by a shifting paradigm that 
captures many things he’s worked for as a 
teacher and advocated as a professor. 
Instead of having all students progress 
through a curriculum at the same yearly 
pace, students should be able to progress 
as they learn. Such a view is embodied 
in an approach called competency-based 
learning, he says.
“It’s something that was good about the 
old one-room school,” he says. “When you 
learned what you needed to you moved 
ahead in the curriculum.” Technology is 
making this approach to learning easier 
today.
“Learning is available today to anyone 
who wants to access it,” he says, adding 
that teachers play a different role today.
“Teaching, like learning, is a process of 
growth,” Vander Plaats says. He hopes 
that students who leave Dordt’s teacher 
education program never stop wanting to 
learn and teach effectively.
“When you’re convicted that every 
square inch of the world belongs to 
the Lord—teaching tools, curriculum, 
and pedagogical strategies, even the 
structure of schooling itself—then you’re 
always looking for new ways to help 
your students develop in the fullest way 
possible,” he says.
SALLY JONGSMA
VANDER PLAATS IS HONORED
Dennis Vander Plaats’s compassionate teaching style and his quiet 
leadership qualities have helped direct the work of the Dordt College 
education department for 20 years. His leadership style earned him the 
respect of colleagues and students. On the eve of his retirement, Vander 
Plaats was awarded the 2013 Iowa Teacher Education Distinguished 
Service Award at the spring meeting of the IACTE (Iowa Association of 
Colleges of Teacher Education).
Former student and middle school teacher and 
current colleague David Mulder says, “Dennis’s 










Dr. Mary Dengler 
is one of 20 faculty 
members nationwide 
chosen to participate 
in an Ancient Greece 
in the Modern 
Classroom seminar 
on the Iliad. The seminar addresses 
the challenge of keeping alive 
classical texts such as the Iliad, 
Odyssey, Homeric Hymns, poetry of 
Hesiod, and Histories of Herodotus. 
Dengler attended the Annual 
Kuyper Conference in April with 
four Kuyper Scholar students where 
they heard Dordt Alumus Robert 
Minto, now a Ph.D. student at 
Boston College, present a paper. At 
Princeton, Dengler learned that she 
was this year’s recipient of the 2013 
John Calvin Award at Dordt College. 
Look for a profile of Dengler in the 
fall Voice.
Dr. Nathan Tintle has had three 
papers published recently: 
• Mayer-Jochimsen M, Fast S, Tintle 
NL “Assessing the impact of 
differential genotyping errors on 
rare variant tests of association.” 
• Liu K, Fast S, Zawistowski M, 
Tintle NL (2013) “A geometric 
framework for the evaluation of 
rare variant tests of association” 
Genetic Epidemiology. 37(4): 
345-357. 
• Liu K, Luedtke A, Tintle NL 
(2013) “Optimal methods for 
using posterior probabilities 
in association testing” Human 
Heredity. 75(1): 2-11. 
Dr. Darren Stoub gave two 
presentations at the Promoting 
Undergraduate Research at Liberal 
Arts Colleges at Augustana College 
in Rock Island, Illinois, in April: 
“Developing Effective Student 
Faculty Collaborative Scholarship 
Programs” described Dordt’s 
program and Stoub’s idea of an 
ideal program, and “Global Problem 
Solving: Using an Interdisciplinary 
Approach to Engage College 
Students in Addressing Global 
Problems” described specifics of 
Dordt’s pilot project on water, 
including student learning outcomes 
and plans for the future.
Faculty Bits
Dordt Writes is a series of events that celebrates books written by Dordt 
College authors. Over a cup of coffee 
and a cookie in the John and Louise 
Hulst Library, authors speak briefly 
about the book and answer questions 
from those present.
The first book featured 
this semester was Dr. 
Neal DeRoo’s Futurity in 
Phenomenology: Promise and 
Method in Husserl, Levinas, 
and Derrida, recently 
published by Fordham 
University Press. The volume explores 
how philosophy, especially the branch of 
philosophy called phenomenology, can 
be relevant to the general life of society 
by better understanding its own task, 
methodology, and relation to tradition, 
says DeRoo, a professor of philosophy.
What especially interests him is that it 
makes room for the notion of worldview 
as a way to make sense of ideas, a way 
to consciously take a position and then 
ask whether our actions line up with 
what we say we believe. 
English Professor Luke 
Hawley’s The Northwoods 
Hymnal is a book of short 
stories and their companion 
songs on CD. The book 
is “full of stories about 
connecting and coping, 
hoping that a little community 
will keep out the cold of winter,” says 
Hawley. “The stories are Midwestern, 
unassuming, and funny, and you’ll find 
they stay with you through the bleak, 
help with the coping, without asking 
much in return.”
Hawley grew up in a literary family 
and began writing stories as a boy. His 
stories capture some of the struggles 
people deal with but end with a sense 
of hope, often by focusing on the goofy 
things people do as they cope with 
difficulties in their lives, he says.
Business and Economics 
Professor John Visser’s book, 
The Crossroad of Poverty 
and Prosperity: The Impact 
of Religious Beliefs and 
Worldviews on Economic 
Outcomes, was inspired by 
opportunities Visser had over the 
years to teach business and economics 
courses in Russia and China. In the 
book, Visser explores the role religion 
plays in the development of a country. 
Visser makes the case that beliefs and 
the values stemming from them may 
be the ultimate arbiters of both poverty 
and prosperity. Using research and 
examples from many belief systems 
and countries, he lays out an easy-to-
understand interdisciplinary model of 
how individuals, families, businesses, 
nonprofits, and governments contribute 
to, impede, or undermine wealth 
creation and economic development.
Dordt Press has recently 
published a collection of 
essays titled On Kuyper: A 
Collection of Readings on 
the Life, Work and Legacy 
of Abraham Kuyper, co-
edited by Dr. John Kok and 
Steve Bishop. On Kuyper examines how 
this Dutch theologian and politician 
influenced Christians’ thinking about 
church, culture, gender, common grace, 
education, politics, scholarship, fashion, 
art, science, and evolution throughout 
the last century. 
Bishop and Kok gathered and edited 31 
articles, some in print for the first time, 
from 28 authors who use a Kuyperian 
framework to critique and to develop 
Christian perspectives on a broad range 
of topics that relate to how we live in 
today’s world. Compiled by individuals 
deeply rooted in the neo-Kuyperian 
movement, On Kuyper is the most 
comprehensive anthology of essays 







Such experiences help students see the relevance of what they’re 
learning, allow them to gain experience, 
and serve the communities of which 
we all are a part. The next four pages 
give a few quick snapshots and a couple 
more detailed portraits showing how 
such learning experiences benefit both 
students and those with whom they 
work.
EDUCATION
After local middle-school spelling 
bees were dropped because of lack 
of funding, Dordt education students 
jumped at the opportunity to keep the 
academic tradition alive by hosting and 
running the regional 7th and 8th grade 
math bees. Math education students 
serve as tutors at some local schools.
“These opportunities allow our students 
to get real world application to pair with 
the theories they are being taught in 
class,” said Dr. Ryan Zonnefeld. “We love 
hearing how they grow through these 
experiences and what they learn about 
themselves.”
SOCIAL WORK
The Dordt social work department 
has been serving neighbors for years. 
Volunteer hours are built into the 




Dordt College has named Dr. Eric Forseth its new chief academic 
officer. He will make faculty and 
program recommendations to the 
president, co-lead—with the Senate 
Chair—in setting the agenda of 
the Academic Senate, and lead 
accreditation efforts for 
the college.
“Eric is a person who 
will lead by creating 
the organizational 
and interpersonal 
conditions for others, 
including students, faculty, and all 
team members, to grow and develop,” 
said Hoekstra. “Eric sees himself as a 
servant leader called by God to help 
people reach their potential. He will 
also build bridges within the college 
and our supporting communities to 
advance the mission of Dordt College.”
“Dr. Forseth has demonstrated the 
ability to walk alongside and lead the 
faculty, motivating them to develop 
their teaching and scholarship to the 
fullest,” said Pam Schmidt, chair of the 
Provost Search Team and member of 
the Board of Trustees. “Our committee 
was struck by Dr. Forseth’s humility 
and emphasis on servant leadership.”
Forseth, formerly of Nampa Christian 
Schools, has more than 25 years 
of experience in higher education, 
including working as superintendent/
CEO, vice president, director, 
and department chair in various 
institutions. He held positions at 
Northwest Nazarene University and 
Mount Vernon Nazarene University. 
Forseth earned his B.A. from 
Northwest Nazarene University, his 
M.S. from University of Arizona, and a 
Ph.D. from The Ohio State University. 
He has also done postdoctoral studies 
at Harvard University. 
Eric Forseth LEARNING 
OUTSIDE 
THE BOX
Every semester professors incorporate into their 
courses projects and interactions with people and 
organizations outside of the college. 
Dordt education professors and students hosted more than 400 middle school students from 20 









40 hours for seniors. A main goal of the 
social work program is to get students 
to understand how they can assist and 
improve the community, says Professor 
Erin Olsen. Students volunteer at 
organizations such as Kidzone, helping 
with an afterschool program; Franken 
Manor, spending time with the elderly; 
and the Family Crisis Center, monitoring 
and leading small groups. But these 
volunteer hours are only a small part of 
their service time. Senior students spend 
a semester interning at places such as 
Hope Haven, the Mental Health Institute 
in Cherokee, and the Department of 
Human Services in Worthington. 
BUSINESS/COMMUNICATION
Kayla Zwart, a business major and 
communication minor, was part of a 
team that hoped to bring more attention 
to what the Sioux Center Public Library 
offers to the community. They developed 
a media kit that included cover letters, 
videos, and marketing plans. For Zwart, 
a Sioux Center native, the experience of 
working in the community went beyond 
trying to get a good grade for her public 
relations class.
“It was great to explore the community 
that I grew up in,” said Zwart. “I enjoyed 
being able to listen to what people 
have to offer and then sketch out a plan 
that is for their benefit. Because of this 
kind of experience I’ve become more 
comfortable approaching people that I 
don’t know and working with them in a 
business relationship.”
CHEMISTRY
Chemistry’s instrumental analysis class 
had students serve in the community by 
measuring chemical levels in everyday 
life situations, determining such things 
as acidity of soil and well water and 
radon in basements. These hands-on 
experiments give Dr. Darren Stoub’s 
students a chance to use the skills and 
techniques they’ve learned while they 
help Dordt’s neighbors.
HHP
Every year some health and human 
performance majors get experience 
coaching and help small area schools 
manage coaching responsibilities. This 
year Jessica Jelsema served as coach for 
the Hull Christian School girls’ soccer 
team, and Ally Hogan coached the girls at 
Inwood Christian School.
MUSIC
Students in Music 314 (Instrumental 
Music Education) spend some time doing 
ATMs—Assisted Teaching Modules. In 
these lab-like experiences, future music 
teachers go into area middle schools 
and work with 5th-grade band students 
on concepts and techniques they are 
learning in class. The course is offered in 
the fall semester, just as 5th graders are 
getting started in band. 
“I am very grateful to our area music 
teachers who allow our students these 
weekly opportunities to spend a few 
minutes in front of the classroom with 
guidance and input from me and their 
peers,” says Professor Bradley Miedema.
ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES
At the start of each semester, junior and 
senior environmental studies majors in 
the Creation Stewardship Seminar are 
asked to choose a project that will have 
a long-term impact, that uses the skills 
they’ve developed, that can be used 
by the community, and that involves 
collaboration with the community. The 
restored Dordt prairie is the result one 
year’s project. This year students are 
working with the city of Sioux Center 
on a plan to develop Sandy Hollow, a 
park and former golf course in the area. 
Students met with local clubs, outdoor 
and sports enthusiasts, Dordt faculty and 
students, and the Sioux Center City Park 
board to find out what community needs 
the space could meet. At the end of the 
semester, students presented a master 
plan for the property that is now being 
explored for feasibility and funding.
Environmental studies students presented the City of Sioux Center with a plan for developing a city 















Three Dordt College engineering majors heartily embrace the 
department’s mission: training Christian 
engineers to design products that bring 
restoration and development to the world. 
“It’s great being part of a project where 
you not only get to create an idea but 
see it fulfill a real need and help people 
for years to come,” says Senior Hannah 
Orlow about the senior design project she 
and two of her fellow engineers recently 
completed. “This was a wonderful way to 










Hunger Organization (ECHO), located in 
North Fort Myers, Florida. The students’ 
goals were a perfect match with those of 
ECHO. A non-profit, inter-denominational 
Christian organization whose vision is 
“Honoring God through Sustainable 
Hunger Solutions,” ECHO helps 
international development efforts to be 
more effective, especially in agriculture. 
The directors at ECHO wanted an 
off-grid, stand-alone, photovoltaic 
solar power system that could provide 
electrical power for their Appropriate 
Technology Center and could be used 
as an educational tool by their network 
of community development workers, 
interns, visiting missionaries, students, 
and the public. Appropriate Technology 
is a term used to describe technology 
that is designed specifically for the 
social and economic conditions of the 
geographic area in which it will be used. 
It is environmentally sound and promotes 
self-sufficiency by those who use it.
ECHO presented this need to senior 
design groups at several colleges. Orlow, 
Tholen, and Woudstra put together a bid 
proposal with a preliminary design early 
last September. A month later, they were 
notified by Craig Bielema (’07), ECHO’s 
Appropriate Technology director, that 
they had been selected for the project 
and that donor funding was available to 
carry the project to completion.
“Our system will be used as an example 
of holistically designed appropriate 
technology—something we learn about 
at Dordt throughout all of our courses,” 
Orlow said.
The three seniors, mentored by Dr. Nolan 
Van Gaalen, worked with ECHO all year 
and in early April they, along with Dordt’s 
laboratory systems engineer Andrew 
Kroeze traveled to Florida to install the 
ENGINEERS SERVE 
AS THEY DESIGN 
“The beauty of this design is that it is made from parts that can 
be bought off the shelf. This kind of project is what you hope for 
as a student engineer, a chance to meet needs in a positive way.”
—Ryan Tholen
Senior engineers went down to Florida to help 
install the solar system they custom designed 










The students developed marketing plans 
for a variety of for-profit and nonprofit 
organizations as a course project.
“When students are engaged in real 
problems the payoff is evident,” says 
Griffith. “To have an idea and to execute 
an idea are very different.” The work 
these students did helps them see the 
many sides to marketing: understanding 
the product, analyzing the situation, 
working with people in the company, 
making marketing decisions, and 
implementing recommendations.
Both the students and the collaborating 
companies and organizations benefitted. 
Students offered fresh eyes and valuable 
services. Griffith doesn’t have to search 
for companies and organizations who 
want to work with his students. In fact, 
he is able to pick and choose projects 
that he believes will offer them the best 
learning opportunities.
Desiree Den Dulk from De Motte, 
Indiana, worked with the Northwest 
Iowa Symphony Orchestra, attending 
board meetings throughout the 
semester. She appreciated the challenge 
of designing posters and coming up with 
new ways to increase attendance at 
orchestra concerts.
“I learned how to work with others 
outside of school and made marketing 
recommendations that actually affected 
a real organization,” she says. 
Griffith, who has worked as a marketing 
consultant for more than a decade and 
has taught MBA students, is pleased 
with the work his students did. “They’re 
sharp and hard working,” he says. “Some 
of them feel more like MBA quality.”
SALLY JONGSMA
system on ECHO’s campus. 
The system includes an array of eight 
solar panels, a bank of four batteries, 
an inverter, a charge controller, and 
monitoring system. Its 2.3 kilowatt 
capacity is sufficient for the needs of 
the Appropriate Technology Center. 
“We are very pleased to have this 
system operating at ECHO,” Bielema 
said. “It has been years in the making, 
and the design team brought it to 
fruition in a very short time.” 
Because ECHO is primarily an 
educational facility, an important 
component of the solar power 
generation system is documentation. 
The team provided signage, video 
recordings, labels, and technical 
handouts for the system. This 
information shows how the system 
can easily be built in a developing 
country to power a village or home. 
“The Christian engineer is concerned 
with the impact a particular design 
has on communities and the 
environment,” said Orlow. “At Dordt, 
we’ve learned the importance of 
holistic design, stewardship, and a 
vision for a community of kingdom-
committed citizens.”
“Solar PV power systems can be 
appropriately designed for many 
locations—even Sioux Center, Iowa,” 
says Dr. Ethan Brue. Dordt’s new 
Science and Technology Center will 
include a similarly designed solar 
generation system that will both 
provide power and educate students. 
“This project was a great way 
for Dordt to continue building 
relationships with ECHO, an 
organization that has already worked 
with our agriculture department,” said 
Tholen. The engineering department 
is excited about other possibilities for 
future interaction between ECHO and 
Dordt College. 
“ECHO works with agricultural 
development workers and missionaries 
who serve around the world, and our 
students’ design gives us a chance to 
help in their mission,” said Van Gaalen. 




This semester groups of students 
worked with
• A nonprofit relief organization 
that operates an orphanage in the 
Philippines
• A local symphony, trying to 
increase this year’s April concert 
attendance by 33 percent
• Two local companies who are 
expanding into new markets
• The Dordt-related digital media 
company, marketing its Fourth 
World documentary
• A local optometrist, creating a 
new name, logo, and website
• A landscaping company 
Professor David Griffith brings marketing 
experience to the classroom, helping his students 
bring their classroom experience to local businesses 
and organizations. 
None of the students in Professor David Griffith’s 
marketing management class dealt with fat pigs, as the 
nursery rhyme goes, but they did bring real products and 














At almost any time of day or evening you can find students 
and often professors working together in a lab. 
Collaboration describes how students and faculty are working in Dordt’s 
science building, and it is opening up some amazing opportunities.
As a first year faculty member, Dr. Robbin Eppinga is excited about 
the way Dordt science majors are 
learning. Eppinga, who came to Dordt 
from a research position at Mayo Clinic, 
appreciates the fact that senior biology 
majors are required to develop and lead 
projects that get them involved in real 
research—and it’s not only because some 
students are carrying on research he did 
in his Ph.D. and postdoctoral programs.
“This kind of research opportunity—and 
the funding the college provides to 
make it possible—is something that 
few schools offer,” he says. He and his 
colleagues say it helps students develop 
skills, learn valuable research techniques, 
and understand research processes. It 
also helps them gain confidence and a 
sense of responsibility in their work, and 
it provides valuable skills for careers in 
biomedical, environmental, or chemical 
research.
At weekly seminars, they report on 
their progress to each other, to the five 
faculty who toss out comments and 
questions, and to underclass science 
majors who take it all in. Students 
step up to expectations and 
show what they’ve done 
that week; faculty offer 
suggestions and compliments, injecting 
helpful context and valuable technical 
information.
A collective faculty “Ooo, that’s 
nice!” might be followed with “That’s 
impressive,” “You might try…,”How long 
did you…?” or “What are we expecting 
here?” Students candidly say “I messed 
something up” or “I don’t know how 
to explain this” as well as confidently 
describe results they’ve 
gained.
Such collaboration makes 
teaching and learning fun, 
says Eppinga, because 
students are asking new 
questions and neither 
they nor the faculty 
know what results 












“This increases the excitement and the 
value of the research, and it engenders a 
team spirit because everyone is eager for 
the experiments to succeed,” he adds. 
“Doing science is about process,” says Dr. 
Darren Stoub. Students are encouraged to 
predict results, but even when the data 
doesn’t seem to make sense, they try to 
make sense out of what happened so that 
they can design better experiments and 
interpret unexpected results.
“Students are learning to solve 
problems,” adds Dr. Tony Jelsma, noting 
that good problem solving skills benefit 
every area of life. “And they retain more 
of what they learn than when they follow 
a canned set of instructions.” Jelsma also 
says that students are developing skills 
and learning about career options they 
didn’t even know existed.
Guided by faculty, students choose an 
area of interest and develop a feasible 
research question to investigate. Their 
choices are based on their interests,  
opportunities available as a result of 
faculty expertise, or current faculty 
research or the research of colleagues in 
the field.
“We like to see projects that are 
specifically geared to serving some need. 
But research is also a bit like art—there is 
simple joy in exploring specific parts of 
creation,” says Dr. Jeff Ploegstra. He cites 
the work some of his students are doing 
to help develop a perennial wheatgrass 
that would be marketable as a grain and 
reduce farmers’ annual replanting costs. 
And he adds, “Learning how things work 
is incredibly cool—even watching cancer 
metastasize.”
Eppinga wants his students to ask, “Why 
is this an intriguing part of creation?” 
and then develop their project in a way 
that reflects who they are and what they 
believe.
Training Christians to think scientifically 
and training scientists who think 
Christianly is important work, Eppinga 
believes. He wants his students to 
understand and value science, to 
embrace the fact that science offers a 
powerful way to observe God’s general 
revelation in the creation. He believes 
that some Christians are skeptical of 
science because they 
see science less as 
a process and more 
as a proscribed set 
of truth statements 
that they may reject. 
For him, science is 
a systematic way of 
asking questions and 
finding answers to 
those questions. 
“Data doesn’t lie,” says 
Eppinga, quickly adding 
that “interpretation can.” Eppinga and the 
other faculty are intent on helping the 
students do science and see science as 
one way to know and shape God’s world 
and to value how it can help us live in 
and understand that world.
“What we choose to observe can shape 
what we think we know,” Ploegstra 
says, asking rhetorically, “What is error 
and what is data?” He believes that our 
assumptions can have an impact on how 
we answer that question.
It’s also true that we see what we know 
to look for, says Adjunct Professor 
Brittany De Ruyter, who works with many 
of the student researchers.
“There are endless amazing things to 




This year’s seniors are doing research that 
• Assesses the 
prevalence of an 
invasive species 
of carp, silver or 
flying carp, in the 
Rock and Sioux 
River watersheds 
• Explores whether 




endurance in the 
Dordt athletic population as compared to 
the general Dordt population
• Identifies proteins that the Cux1 mouse 
protein interacts with in mouse germ cell 
development
• Identifies how cargo is moved within brain 
cells by investigating the proteins that 
interact with a brain motor protein 
• Assesses the presence and abundance of 
small mammals at Oak Grove State Park, 
to understand what loss of tall grass 
prairie has meant for populations of local 
mammals and to develop a baseline for 
future small mammal management in the 
park
• Determines how cancer moves from the 
original tumor to invade other regions of 
the body, in a process called metastasis
Students appreciate having the opportunity to study 
the complex interactions of an ecosystem right out 
the back door. Non-majors, too, value walking or 
running through Dordt’s restored prairie to see God 
though his creation. 
“We like to see projects that are 
specifically geared to serving some 
need. But research is also a bit like 
art—there is simple joy in exploring 







avian biology at Dordt and learning to identify many, many 
birds by sight and call, being outside has never been the 
same!” She believes that the same principle is true for 
students doing research. After learning to ask scientific 
questions, grounded in a biblical worldview, they leave with a 
new and enriched way to observe the world around them. 
Science, like business, sports, and much of our society, is 
becoming more competitive, bringing with it more potential 
for distortion, say Ploegstra and Eppinga. They want their 
students to see that economic gain, professional prestige, 
competition for funding, and self-interest are the wrong 
motivators in any calling. Senior research projects give 
students, guided by their professors, time to explore whether 
they are being called—whether they have the skill, desire, and 
opportunity—to pursue research as a career. Whether they 
do or not, they learn how to think critically about science, 
scientific claims, and the scientific workings of this world.
SALLY JONGSMA
CANCER CELL RESEARCH
Senior Heather Brand (pictured on the left on the cover) has been 
investigating how cancer cells metastasize from the pancreas to 
other parts of the body. She knows that cancer cells need to degrade 
the surrounding tissue in order to invade other regions. Noting that 
some metastatic tumors do not produce the types of proteins that 
degrade the tissue, Brand is asking whether other normal cell types, 
like fibroblasts, help tumor cells metastasize by remodeling the 
tissue around tumors. This summer, two students will explore which 
degrading enzymes are made by the fibroblasts. Next fall, another 
student plans to continue her research for a senior research project.
Dordt students and professors investigate how cancer cells metastasize 
using fluorescent imaging techniques to label sub-cellular structures 
with colored probes and to visualize the spread of cancer in invasion 
experiments.
Dr. Tony Jelsma used a research model 
of learning in his molecular biology class 
last semester. It made for a tough course 
but helped students learn a powerful 
research technique, Yeast Two-Hybrid 
(Y2H) screening.
It also created a different classroom culture in which students took more responsibility for their learning.
Y2H is a molecular biology 
technique used to identify 
interactions between proteins 
that helps researchers understand 
how a particular protein functions 
in the cell. Jelsma had his 
students continue work Dr. Robbin 
Eppinga had done for his Ph.D. 
research at the University of Iowa 
using this technique to screen 
the cells for proteins that interact 
with the myosin Va (MVa) protein. 
“MVa is a motor protein. It carries 
cargo from place to place in the 
cell. If you think of MVa as an 
18-wheel truck, MVa would be 
the tractor with its motor and the 
trailer would be the many cargos 
that it hauls—everything from 
neurotransmitters that help the 
brain cells communicate, melanin 
granules that give skin a darker 
color of a sun tan, and some 
unknown cargos that are involved in helping cancer cells 
move. We would like to know how the MVa carries all of these 
cargos, so we need to search for the proteins that help ‘hitch’ 
the motor to the cargo,” Eppinga says. 





Senior Biology Major Matthiew 
Hoogland carefully measures the 
concentration of the DNA sample 
with which he is working.
FEATURES
metastasize, how nerve cells work, how 
cells organize themselves during healthy 
states, and how this is disrupted during 
disease,” he adds. The Y2H screen helps 
find the hitches that help MVa bind 
its cargo. As they apply the technique, 
students do cutting-edge research, learn 
state-of-the-art techniques, and ask 
fundamental questions in the fields of 
molecular genetics and cell biology. 
Jelsma, who had to deal with a larger 
than normal class—which meant that 
not all students could work at research 
stations simultaneously—had his students 
characterize candidate partners of MVa. 
Y2H  enabled them to explore things they 
would not have been able to investigate 
using other research techniques, he says. 
Students could do their work any time of 
the day or night in the lab. They became 
more independent learners and often 
helped each other learn how to use a 
particular apparatus or process. 
“Most biology projects cannot be 
completed in three-hour lab periods,” 
says Jelsma. “The reality of research is 
that you often struggle with executing 
techniques, optimizing protocols, 
and interpreting data. This can be a 
frustrating process, but it is 
extremely rewarding when 
everything comes together. 
Experiencing this process in 
an educational setting helps 
train students for careers in the 
sciences.”   
The benefits of using this 
research model have already 
been observed in other laboratories 
and active-learning environments. 
Dr. Jeff Ploegstra was amazed 
at the independence and 
ability of the students in 
this semesters’ advanced 
microbiology class who had 
taken Jelsma’s course last 
semester. Their ability 
to apply this scientific 
technique and their 




of ability than 
previous classes of 
students. He says 
students gave better 
responses to his 
questions and had a 
deeper understanding 
of how the cell 
works than he’d ever 
experienced before. 
“These students will have 
skills equal to or above 
anyone going into cellular 
or molecular study,” says 
Jelsma.
“The reality of research is that you often struggle with 
executing techniques, optimizing protocols, and interpreting 
data. This can be a frustrating process, but it is extremely 
rewarding when everything comes together.”
–Dr. Tony Jelsma
This photo of an electrophoresis gel contains 
fragments of the Cux1 gene that Paige Roos 
used for a project studying the functions of 










The National Association of Independent Colleges and Universities has compiled a document and 
video addressing nine myths about the education available at their member institutions, of which 
Dordt College is one. We thought you’d be interested in this information along with some Dordt-
specific information related to these myths. We’ve focused on five of NAICU’s myths in this issue. You 









MYTH 1  PRIVATE 
COLLEGES ARE NOT 
AFFORDABLE
Reality: Because of generous 
institutional student aid policies, 
private colleges remain affordable.
NATIONALLY
In 2012-13, average published tuition 
and fees was $29,056 (does not include 
room and board). On average, full-time 
undergraduates at private four-year 
colleges receive an estimated $15,680 
in grant aid from all sources and tax 
benefits.
AT DORDT
Published tuition and fees: $25,520  
Average grant and loan package: $21,900 
Percentage of students who receive aid:  
99%
Over the last five years, tuition has 
increased from year to year, but Dordt has 
worked hard to keep the increase as low 
as possible, despite the economy. 
NATIONALLY
Because students at private colleges 
graduate faster than their peers at public 
universities, they are more likely to avoid 
extra years of tuition and begin their 
careers earlier.
AT DORDT
Attending Dordt can be cheaper than 
attending a public university where 
students often have to pay an extra year 
of two of tuition and delay the poing at 
which they begin earning a salary.
“We work very hard—both during advising 
and as we schedule classes—to make sure 
our students can get into the courses they 
need to graduate.”
Jim Bos, registrar
“No other degree would have challenged 
me more or helped prepare me to come 
up with ideas to help solve problems in 
our world. But receiving scholarships also 
makes me realize another reason I want an 
engineering degree. It puts me in a position 
to contribute to the needs of others and to 
do so generously.”
Lee Veldkamp, Oostburg, Wisconsin, in a 







Reality: Students at private colleges 
are as racially/ethnically and 
economically diverse as their peers 
at four-year public universities. 
NATIONALLY
Approximately one-third of all 
undergraduates at four-year private 
colleges are minority students.  
AT DORDT
Dordt ranks third on the list for “Most 
International” in the Midwest.
Our student body is 9 percent ethnic 
minority, higher than the Iowa ethnic 
minority population of 7 percent. 
We have exchange programs with eight 
universities around the world—often 
these students come for one semester; 
they experience us, and we enlarge our 
world and increase our diversity.
Some of our international students 
receive need-based awards (unlike 
many schools) to make it possible for 
them to attend. Dordt could actually be 
cheaper than a public university for an 
international student.  
We enroll a relatively large number of 
local ethnic and international students.
“We’re making an effort to ensure diversity 
in our student body. We continue to 
encourage community-building so that all 
of our students benefit from each other’s 
presence. 
Curtis Taylor, director of international 
students and programs
NATIONALLY
Private colleges enroll similar 
percentages of students from low-, 
middle-, and upper-income families as 
four-year public colleges.  
AT DORDT
Most Dordt students come from middle-
income families; a few are wealthy. 
Although few have no resources, most 
require financial assistance.
“I want to thank you for your thoughtfulness 
and the doors of opportunity that have 
been opened.”
Jodi Hibbard, first year agriculture major, 
in a letter of thanks to the donors of her 
scholarship






Seventy-eight percent of students 
who received a bachelor’s degree 
from a four-year private college 
were able to complete it in four 
years, compared to only 60 percent 
of graduates at state institutions. 
At Dordt, 94 percent of those who 










Private colleges enroll similar 
percentages of students from 
different economic backgrounds as 




















MYTH 3  MANY 
COLLEGE GRADUATES 
LEAVE SCHOOL 
WITH MORE THAN 
$100,000 IN DEBT
Reality: The overwhelming 
majority of college borrowers have 
manageable loan levels.
NATIONALLY
Average debt per borrower among 
students who earned bachelor’s degrees 
from private colleges in 2011 was 
$29,900—compared to $23,800 for 
borrowers at public universities.
AT DORDT
Average debt is $21,900.
In addition, Dordt students have a very 
low default rate on their college loans. 
Most years the rate has been below 1 
percent. Three years ago it was 0 percent. 
“Part of the difference is the work ethic. 
Many of our students have been brought up 
with the mindset that you don’t borrow if 
you don’t need to, and if you do, you pay it 
back as quickly as possible. I hesitate to call 
student debt a ‘crisis’ but it is something 
to watch. A sense of responsibility keeps it 
from being a crisis.
“The numbers can be scary, but college 
education is worth much more than a car.  
Live like a pauper in school, work hard, 
borrow less, and you’ll be ahead when you 
graduate.”
Mike Epema, Dordt College director of 
financial aid
MYTH 4  A 
COLLEGE DEGREE IS 
NO LONGER A GOOD 
INVESTMENT
Reality: Over the course of an 
individual’s lifetime, a college degree 
is still the best investment a person 
can make.
NATIONALLY
Between December 2007 and February 
2012, people who had at least a 
bachelor’s degree gained 2.2 million jobs, 
while people with a high school diploma 
or less lost 5.8 million jobs.
The unemployment rate for people with 
at least a bachelor’s degree is just 3.9 
percent (December 2012). This compares 
to the national unemployment rate of 
7.8 percent, and an unemployment rate 
of 8.0 percent for people with just a high 
school degree.
By 2018, six in 10 American jobs (63 
percent) will require some form of 
postsecondary education. Employers 
will need 22 million new workers with 
postsecondary degrees. Seven of the 
top 10 occupations require some type of 
postsecondary degree.
The overall median starting salary for the 
undergraduate class of 2012 is $44,455—
a 3.4 percent increase over the class of 
2011.
The median lifetime earnings for workers 
with bachelor’s degrees is $2.3 million. 
For workers with just a high school 
diploma, it is only $1.3 million.
AT DORDT
The numbers
Placement rates: 2012, 95%; 2011—97%; 
2010—98%; 2009—99%
94% has been the lowest annual rate 
over the last 10 years.
This figure compares to 85 percent and 
89 percent at some of our sister colleges. 
You can usually find information about a 
school’s placement rate by checking their 
website. 
“For every dollar spent, college grads are 
paid back four times over their lifetime in 
their ability to earn. There are definitely 
monetary benefits, but it is oh-so-much 
more than that. You will be unable to 
measure all that it does for you.”
Mike Epema 
“I had the opportunity to grow and develop 
my sense of engagement in the world. 
It would have been nice to put a bigger 
down payment on a house and have a car 
that isn’t 12 years old, but my degree in 
engineering has opened up opportunities 
to do fulfilling work and engage in things 
I’m passionate about. It’s worth it, because 
when you think about it, a car only 
depreciates in value.”
Joel Sikkema (’09) professor of engineering at 
Dordt College
“At Dordt, I was able to tailor classes to 
prepare me for my career. Yes, education is 




Only 3.1 percent of all borrowers 
(undergraduate and graduate 
students across all sectors of higher 
education) have student debt of 
$100,000 or more. Only 5.4 percent 
have debt of more than $75,000, and 













In 2010, workers with a bachelor’s 
degree or higher earned an average 
of more than $78,000 per year; 
workers with an associate’s degree 
earned approximately $49,000 per 
year; and those without a high school 











an investment, but the rewards of learning 
from professors who challenged me in 
my faith and vocation, forming life-long 
relationships with other students, and 
participating in a wide variety of extra-
curricular activities from music, sports, and 
service have far exceeded the investment. 
I would not have the worldview I have 
today or the belief that God can use me as a 
co-worker to bring about hope and healing 
through health and nutrition if I hadn’t 
studied at Dordt College.”
Kate Reinsma (’04), health and nutrition 
program manager for Samaritan’s Purse in 
Niger, West Africa. 
“We don’t need mono-focused people. We 
need well-rounded people.”
David Boyes, tech employer interviewed 
on NPR’s “Marketplace” for a story on what 
employers want from college grads. 
MYTH 5  FEWER 
STUDENTS ARE 
CHOOSING TO ATTEND 
PRIVATE COLLEGES
Reality: Enrollment at private 
colleges continues to grow, and the 
number of independent institutions 
has held steady for the past 30 years.   
NATIONALLY
Enrollment at private colleges and 
universities increased 1.8 percent in 2011, 
while total postsecondary enrollment in 
the United States declined slightly for the 
first time in 15 years, by 0.14 percent. In 
the past decade, enrollment at private 
colleges has grown 25 percent, and it is 
expected to continue to rise.
AT DORDT
Dordt’s enrollment in 2012 was 1,400 
students, steadily rising since 2005 
(1,254 students).
Throughout the past 30 years, there have 
been times of rise and fall in enrollment 
due to economic factors such as the farm 
crisis in the ’80s. In the ’70s, enrollment 
was generally around 1,000 students. 
The highest enrollment was in 1999, with 
1,430 students.
“I wanted to go to a smaller school, and 
I’ve had the same opportunities here that I 
would have had at a bigger school.”
Brianna Vande Woude (’13), NAIA national 
indoor track and field pentathlon champion
“‘Is a private college education worth the 
cost?’ 
My husband, Adam, and I have thought 
and talked about this a lot, especially as 
we consider what advice to give our kids 
when they are older. We think Dordt was 
definitely worth the cost, and we hope our 
children are motivated to go there. Dordt 
has a unique combination of a strong 
academic environment, faculty that cares 
about challenging and interacting with 
students, a clear mission of cultivating 
and exploring what a Reformed worldview 
is, and a wonderful tradition of fostering 
a living, learning, growing community 
for students. We agree that an important 
reason to go to college is to gain skills, 
knowledge, and the ability to think and 
communicate in your future vocation. 
However, an important task of college 
is also to start thinking through who 
you are and who you want to be. In the 
same way that it is easier to become an 
accountant if you have professors training 
you to think about business concepts and 
accounting standards, it is also easier to 
begin integrating your faith and life and 
vocation if you are exposed to professors 
and students and ideas that help you 
think about what a Reformed worldview 
might look like and how you might plan to 
work it out. The cost of a private, Christian 
college is an investment in who you are and 
who you want to be, both in terms of your 
vocation and your person.
Dr. Beth Blankespoor, assistant professor of 
accounting at the Stanford School of Business
ENROLLMENT
Dordt’s enrollment in 2012 was 1,400 
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Rosy cheeks and temperatures down to -28 degrees were all part of the 
experience for students visiting a Minnesota boreal forest in winter.
Environmental studies and biology students at Dordt become quite 
familiar with the northern plains tall 
grass prairie ecosystem as they work in, 
visit, and explore local restored prairies. 
But Dr. Robb De Haan also makes sure 
that students have an opportunity to 
experience at least two other ecosystems 
during their four years at Dordt. De 
Haan’s students visit and learn about 
the Sandhills ecosystem in Nebraska 
when they take Avian Biology and 
Conservation. They observe and learn 
about the boreal forest ecosystem in 
northeastern Minnesota when they take 
Wildlife Management and Ecology.
“There are no unmanaged wildlife 
populations left today,” says De 
Haan. “Human activity affects every 
species: Some are promoted, some are 
controlled.” Students interested in jobs 
related to wildlife need to know not 
only information about the animals and 
their environments but also how wildlife 
management has developed historically 
and who the players are today, says De 
Haan. So, in mid-February, De Haan and 
11 students in his Wildlife Management 
and Ecology class drove nine hours north 
to learn about the boreal forest near Ely, 
Minnesota. Their pictures tell the story. 
Snowshoes were essential for exploring the habitat 
of moose, bear, and wolf. In contrast to a few years 
ago, the numbers of wolves in northern Minnesota 
































1. Read, analyze, and critique primary and 
secondary wildlife literature
2. Describe what wildlife management is and 
what a wildlife biologist does
3. Identify 50 to 100 wildlife species
4. Describe the natural and management 
history of several wildlife species
5. Live-trap and identify small mammal 
species and analyze the data
6. Evaluate wildlife habitat by taking 
physical measurements and using a 
Habitat Suitability Index model
7. Describe the size, location, and landscape 
characteristics of several state and federal 
wildlife areas or refuges, and outline the 
management plans for these areas
8. Describe the historical development 
of wildlife management and of the 
governmental agencies, departments, 
commissions, etc. responsible for wildlife
9. Critique some of the major policies that 
govern use, protection, and restoration of 
wildlife in the United States
10. Explain the major wildlife issues, 
challenges, and techniques in agriculture, 
rangeland, forest, and urban settings
11. Critique the use of hunting and trapping 
for recreation and as wildlife stewardship 
tools
12. Describe the history and problems of 
control/stewardship for some exotic 
wildlife species
Many biology classes and labs focus on the micro-
level of study. This class allowed us to experience 
and enjoy the expanse of creation on a macro-scale. 
I valued the relationships we formed on the trip, 
with both classmates and professionals. It has 
become clear to me that more can be accomplished 
when we work together.
—Seth Fopma
The 100-year-old red pine stands in Bear Head 
Lake State Park are important for maintaining 
wildlife habitats. Most red pine today are 
logged by the time they are 50 years old.
Students used radio telemetry to try to locate 
tagged wildlife.
A Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
host talks to students about the boreal forest, 
which includes many spruce and poplar trees.
My favorite stop by far was the International 
Wolf Center. As much as I disliked waking up 
at 6 a.m. to the sound of howling wolves, it was 
a unique experience and made for a good story. I 
particularly enjoyed learning about the technology 
and methods researchers in Ely are using to 
track local packs and to tune in to the beep of 
a wolf in the wild. It inspired me to get a job in 
research that will promote better conservation 
and management or to look for a position in 
environmental education.
—Nicole Staudt
This moose was the only one students saw. Moose 
are increasingly scarce in northern Minnesota. 
They do not tolerate the increasingly warmer 
temperatures.
Dordt College environmental studies students spent the night at the International Wolf Center near 
Ely, Minnesota. Some of those who slept on the ledges at the Center woke up to wolf noses pressed 
against the glass right next to them.
The International Bear Center provided a 
wealth of information about North American 











Beginning next fall, Alumni Week and 
Parent’s Weekend will become Defender 
Days and will occur during the third 
week of October. Since many alumni 
are also parents of 
current Dordt College 
students, combining the 
two events will allow 
everyone to attend the 
events that have made 
Parents Weekend such 
a success, events 
like the Fall Music 
Festival, the fall theater production, and 
several athletic competitions.
The Distinguished Alumni Banquet, 
the Alumni Business Connections 
breakfast, the ice cream social, the 25th 
Class Reunion, and the Alumni Council 
meetings will now be held during this 
week. It will be a great opportunity 
for alumni to see more of what today’s 
students are involved in and at the same 
time meet up with friends from their 
college days.
THANKS TO RETIRING 
ALUMNI COUNCIL MEMBERS
Two Alumni Council members are 
completing six years of service this 
year. Sandy (Steenhoek) Vanden Bosch 
(’88) and Merl Alons (’59) have been 
wonderful contributors to the work of 
the Alumni Council. Sandy served as 
president of the council this last year, 
and Merl has given wise counsel from his 




This past year, the alumni office 
sponsored over 40 Meet the New 
President events throughout North 
America. Your support and attendance 
was encouraging to those of us on staff 
here at Dordt College. We hope these 
meetings have given you a glimpse into 
what lies ahead for Dordt College
The Concert Band and Chamber 
Orchestra received warm welcomes 
during their spring break travels. 
The support of alumni, parents, and 
friends was fabulous. They welcomed 
students into their homes, fed them, 
and encouraged them in their journey 
through South Dakota, Montana, Alberta, 
Washington, Idaho, and Colorado. A 
tour of this magnitude is only possible 
with the help of volunteers in local 
communities.
The sheer number of Defender fans that 
attended the men’s basketball national 
tournament games in Branson, Missouri, 
was a show stopper—which is saying 
something for Branson. On Thursday 450 
fans attended, on Friday around 550, and 
on Saturday more than 600 fans cheered 
the team on. It was far-and-away the 
largest group of supporters of any team, 
except the host school. Commentators 
on the Internet broadcast made mention 
of this fact during the games, wondering 
if there was anyone left in northwest 
Iowa!
All these events give testimony to the 
wonderful supporting community that 
Dordt College experiences. On behalf of 
the college, let me offer a big THANKS 
for supporting us in so many ways.   





Wes Fopma, who has served as director of 
alumni and church relations since 2007, is 
leaving Dordt College in June. We’re thankful 
for the ways in which he’s helped the alumni 
association grow and nurtured contact with 
supporting churches. We wish him God’s 






Brooks Knutson (’12) was accepted into 
the U.S. Navy’s Nuclear 
Propulsion Officer 
Candidate Program. The 
Magnolia, Minnesota, 
native, is relishing the 
opportunity.
Knutson studied mechanical engineering 
at Dordt and completed an internship at 
SpaceX in Los Angeles where he worked 
with his twin brother, Blair Knutson (’12).
In the tooling department at SpaceX, 
Brooks worked on the tools used to build 
rockets that travel to the International 
Space Station. He had an opportunity to 
begin another SpaceX internship, but he 
chose the Navy instead.
“This is a way for me to get into 
the energy field,” Knutson said. “I’m 
interested in thermodynamics.”
After 12 weeks of basic training, he’ll 
begin nuclear submarine training, which 
consists of three years on a nuclear 
missile sub, much of it spent deep 
beneath the ocean’s surface.
Two days before leaving for Officer 
Candidate School Knutson said he was 
both nervous and excited.
“I’m hoping I can be a good 
representative for Dordt, for my family, 
and for the pieces of my life that made 
me who I am,” he said.
JAHN KUIPER (’16)
ALUMNUS JOINS NAVY 
OFFICER PROGRAM 
Kimm Seed Potatoes was the recipient of the 2012 Environmental 
Stewardship Award presented at the 
National Potato Council’s (NPC) 2013 
Annual Meeting in January. The award 
is part of the Pesticide Environmental 
Stewardship Program, a partnership 
between NPC and the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency, to protect the 
environment and promote the safe and 
effective use of pesticides.
Kimm Seed Potates is run by Bill Kimm, 
his brother Scott, sons Jason (’98) and 
Mark (’00), and son-in-law Alan Venema 
(’00). Bill and Scott Kimm’s father started 
raising potatoes in 1948, and switched to 
raising seed potatoes a decade later.
Kimm Seed Potatoes was recognized 
for its commitment to producing 
crops in a sustainable manner through 
crop rotation, reduced tillage, proper 
irrigation, and balanced fertilizer and 
pest management programs that utilize 
composted manure and compost tea. The 
Kimms believe environmental awareness 
and stewardship has led to high quality 
seed potatoes grown in Montana.
“I wish my dad could see what has 
happened in the last 15 years,” said Bill 
Kimm. “One of the things he left with us 
before he died, he always said that if you 
take care of the land, it will take care of 




From left to right: NPC 2012 President Steve 
Crane; Redge Bodily, DuPont Area Sales 
Manager for the Pacific Northwest; Marian 
Kimm, Bill Kimm, Jason Kimm, and Alan 














Bill Vanderkooi is following his dream: building the family 
dairy, providing healthy food, and caring for the land
Dairying is in Bill Vanderkooi’s (’91) blood. Born 
and raised on a dairy farm in Abbotsford, British 
Columbia, he graduated from Dordt College 
with a major in both animal science and plant 
science and went on to earn a master’s degree in 
animal science with a focus on dairy nutrition and 
physiology at Michigan State University. When 
he moved back home, he was hired by a local feed 
company to develop their dairy program, wearing 
hats ranging from sales manager to nutritionist. 
At the same time, he led the growth of the family 
dairy as it expanded to include one operation 
in British Columbia and two in Saskatchewan. 
Today he runs a group of partner companies called 
Nutriva Group. He and his wife, Helinda, are the 



























Bill Vanderkooi came to and left Dordt College as an agriculture major. But as he put what he’d 
learned to work, he found that his real 
gifts and passion were entrepreneurial.
“I like starting new things,” he says.
Today he heads a group of companies 
whose purpose is to produce 
healthy foods for the world. 
At both Dordt and MSU, 
he gained the agricultural 
knowledge he needed to 
begin his business. In the 20 
years since then, through 
“the school of hard knocks,” 
seminars, mentoring, 
and reading, he’s learned 
important things about 
himself that have shaped him 
as a businessman.
“I’m a pretty driven person. 
I’ve learned that I’m very 
task-oriented, organized, 
and able to focus on big 
goals and priorities,” he says. 
He’s also a good manager, 
candidly admitting that he 
needs to work at balancing 
being productive with being 
relational. He’d like others to 
see people in his company as 
modest, kind, and smart.
“I like to accomplish things,” 
he says.
And he has accomplished 
much in the past five years. 
“I feel like I’ve been up 
the mountain and am now 
beginning to come down,” 
he says, reflecting on what 
it’s been like building his 
business.
Vanderkooi wants to make a difference in 
how people think about health and food. 
He’s long been interested in nutrition, 
an interest that grew when he was 
diagnosed with type 1 diabetes during 
his senior year in college and later as he 
A GROWING BUSINESS
The Nutriva Group companies allow Bill Vanderkooi to offer 
healthy products from development to shelf. In 2000 Vander 
Kooi started Nutritech Solutions to develop a calcium 
supplement for cows during calving. Lactation 
drains calcium so that, in severe cases, a cow 
is unable to stand. Nutritech developed 
other nutritional products and distributes 
them across western Canada. Diverse 
Byproducts, a transportation company, 
was acquired to distribute whey products 
to hog and dairy customers in British 
Columbia and Washington. Bradner Milk 
Transport hauls all organic milk from 
farms throughout BC to the processor. 
Dairy Smart Nutrition offers advisory 
services to dairy farmers to help them 
get competitive prices for their 
feed, and Fraser Analytical 
is a lab that analyzes feed 
and feed ingredients for 
dairies. Vitala Foods 
offers milk and yogurt 
that are high in 
DHA omega-3 
and CLA, as well 
as omega-3 and 
vitamin D-rich 
eggs. Bakerview 




where their food 
comes from.
The first demonstration farm of its kind in Canada, Bakersview EcoDairy believes in “embracing a life 
of tradition and infusing it with a dose of modern inspiration.” Visitors can take guided tours, see 
animal exhibits, spot the goats on the roof, visit the learning center, and shop the Nutrifoods Market.
41
watched a family member fight cancer. 
“Being a diabetic and having five young 
kids, I have a really strong interest in 
health,” he says.
Being successful in business often seems 













and how they feel. And, he adds, health 
care costs in North America are becoming 
an increasing social and economic 
burden. His company, Nutriva Group, 
whose philosophy is “Healthy Planet, 
Healthy People, Healthy Profit,” has set 
a goal of having a global impact on food 
and nutrition by innovatively bringing 
natural, healthy food to the marketplace. 
Along with his commitment to 
marketing healthy food, he is committed 
to environmental 
stewardship—a sense of 
responsibility to creation 
that was nurtured in his 
agriculture courses at 
Dordt but also in courses 
like Gen 300, Calling, Task, 
and Culture (now Core 399.)
“As a farm kid and a science major, having 
the opportunity to take a broad range of 
courses in college was very valuable and 
gave me a better foundation for both my 
master’s program and my business today,” 
he says.
Vanderkooi is also committed to having 
his company practice the values it has 
set for itself: to be transparent, so that 
customers know where their food 
comes from; to have integrity, always 
doing what they say they’re doing; to 
be innovative, bringing new healthy 
foods to market; and to promote 
good health, helping people learn 
more about the food they eat.
People’s consumption patterns 
have changed over the last 50 years, 
Vander Kooi says. “We’ve moved from 
whole foods to processed foods, which 
means that much of our food is cheaper 
but also less nutritious.
“Research shows that diet is a factor in 
all major health conditions: heart disease, 
diabetes, cancer.” His company is based 
on the premise that giving animals good 
feed will give people better food. Nutriva 
Group works through what Vanderkooi 
calls a value chain, which allows them to 
control the feed animals are given, the 




“It just makes good sense. When you take good care of your 
chickens or cows they’re going to produce well because 
they’re healthy. So it’s really a win-win situation.”
The Vanderkooi family: Annabelle, Helinda, Joseph, Liam, Violet, Bill, and Lucy.
FAST FACT
For every inch of water 
collected, 4,000 gallons 
is stored and reused 
to irrigate the green 







are processed, and the selling of natural, 
healthy, and local products in retail 
stores.”
“We’re committed to traceable quality 
control,” he says.
Vanderkooi produces “functional” foods, 
as they’re called in the industry, which 
means they are nutritionally enhanced. 
Under the brand Vitala Foods, his 
company sells milk, yogurt, and eggs in 
several grocery stores in southern British 
Columbia.
By using naturally derived feed products 
he helped develop, Vanderkooi’s 
company sells milk with DHA, an 
omega-3 fatty acid linked to a 
variety of health benefits, and CLA 
(conjugated linoleic acid), which has 
anti-inflammatory properties and 
has been shown to have anti-cancer 
effects, Vanderkooi says. Their Sunshine 
eggs are marketed for their vitamin D 
content, citing research showing that 
vitamin D helps prevent a host of health 
problems, has anti-aging affects, assists 
in managing diabetes, protects against 
multiple sclerosis, and boosts the 
immune system. 
At Bakerview EcoDairy, the first 
demonstration farm of its kind in 
Canada, visitors can see where Vitala 
milk comes from. It offers guided tours, 
animal exhibits, and a learning center. 
They see the robotic milker, where cows 
come to be milked when they choose; 
the swinging cow brush, where cows 
come to be groomed; the feeding lane 
and free stalls, designed to keep cows 
comfortable and well tended. 
They’ll even see goats on the 
grassy roof. 
“Personally, I feel I am 
called to take care of creation; 
that’s just a value that I hold 
true. Producing functional foods 
sustainably does, of course, come at 
a cost. We have invested significantly 
in new agri-technologies. However, 
these innovations also bring savings. 
GREEN GROUNDS
The EcoDairy also demonstrates Vanderkooi’s 
commitment to environmental stewardship. 
He has installed:
• A ventilation system that uses less energy 
by using natural forces of wind and 
buoyancy to circulate fresh air into the 
buildings and heat from the cows to heat 
the building
• A lighting system using induction-based 
technology that consumes 47 percent less 
energy, lasts 10 times longer, and gives 
brighter light
• A water conservation system that collects 
fresh rainwater that is then reused for 
irrigation
• Buildings that use salvaged but solid 
beetle-attacked lumber instead of wood 
from healthy trees
• A site that includes a few acres of natural 
and wooded pasture, allowing both birds 
and wildlife to exist on the property
• An anaerobic digester that uses manure 
to create electricity, animal bedding, and 
organic fertilizer
The cows at Bakerview Dairy love grooming themselves, 
says Vander Kooi. They line up to be brushed by the large 





“Our energy costs are lower thanks to 
the anaerobic digester, and the robotic 
milker means our staff is spending fewer 
hours on milking and more time in other 
aspects of the running of the farm,” says 
Vanderkooi.
“I have a passion to do something 
positive and to make a difference with 
my life,” Vanderkooi says. He does 
that through products he sells and the 
presentations he gives, but also by 
getting involved with local efforts 
that bring people together and 
create positive change. 
“Our commitment to wellness 
begins with healthy foods but 
we are passionate about healthy 
physical activity and supporting 
community initiatives,” he says.
Alumna Ange (Siebring,’89) VanWoerden, 
whose son is a student at Dordt, wrote 
to Alumni Director Wes Fopma last year, 
“Every year our family participates in 
the Run for Water. This year one of the 
sponsors was Bill Vander Kooi. It’s a great 
event and this year raised $260,000 for 
Ethiopia. I think it’s pretty great that he 
(Vitala) has gone behind this event to 
sponsor it.”
Vanderkooi intends to continue to find 
new ways to make a difference. He’s 
encouraged that other companies have 
picked up on what Vitala is doing with 
its Sunshine eggs. And, as his business 
begins to stabilize, he hopes to get even 
more involved in helping address issues 
related to food and health, both through 
education and participating, where 
possible, in setting agricultural and 
health policies.
“Making a difference is embedded in our 
DNA,” says Vanderkooi. “We aim to shift 
people’s value systems around food and 
educate consumers who are on the verge 
of making a healthy change. I believe 
education is the key, whether it be about 
the nutritional value of the product, the 
importance of buying local, or knowing 
your food.”
SALLY JONGSMA
To learn more about Bakerview EcoDairy, 
including webcam photos of the animals, 
the robotic milker, and the cow brush 
go to www.ecodairy.ca. To join a 
conversation about health and wellness 
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Beth Blankespoor is a teacher. Like most teachers, she has advice for students: Be aware of the world 
around you and think critically about 
current events; learn to communicate 
well; become technologically literate.
These recommendations cover more 
than Blankespoor’s area of expertise—
accounting. And they demonstrate 
something about the way she approaches 
life, teaching, and research. She tries to 
see and understand the complexity and 
connectedness of God’s world and make a 
difference in her area of influence. 
To her professors at Dordt, that approach 
sounds a lot like what Dordt’s curriculum 
is set up to help its graduates do.
Blankespoor chose to study accounting 
because she was interested in business, 
and “accounting is the language of 
business.”
“It provides a framework for thinking 
about how to measure economic 
performance. Its central focus is to 
BEYOND 
NUMBERS
Shortly after graduating from Dordt, Beth (Vander 
Ziel, ’03) married Adam Blankespoor (’00) in Salt 
Lake City, Utah. Over the next four years, Beth 
worked as an accounting analyst for JCPenney, 
served as an auditor at Ernst & Young, and earned 
a master’s degree in accounting at the University 
of Utah. Adam completed his Ph.D. in mechanical 
engineering at the University of Utah. The 
Blankespoors moved to Ann Arbor, Michigan, 
so Beth could pursue a Ph.D. in accounting at the 
University of Michigan. During their five years in 
Michigan, Adam worked as a post-doctoral fellow 
at the University of Michigan Transportation 
Research Institute, Beth earned her Ph.D., and 
their son, Henry, was born—between Beth’s 
qualifying exams and dissertation research 
proposal. Last summer they moved to Palo 
Alto, California, where Beth is now an assistant 
professor of accounting at the Stanford Graduate 
School of Business. Adam stays home with Henry 
part-time and enjoys combining engineering and 
trips to the children’s museum. The Blankespoors 















identify economic ‘truth’ and convey it in 
a way that helps people make decisions 
about what path to take,” she says.
She is particularly interested in the way 
accounting and capital markets work 
together, specifically how 
firms communicate financial 
information.
“The whole message ends 
up being much more than 
just the numbers,” she says.  
Blankespoor’s research 
projects explore how 
economic practices relate 
to technology. She has looked at how 
firms use Twitter to get their information 
out to a broader audience. (“For those 
interested,” she says, “we find that firms 
who tweet information about an event 
do improve their market liquidity.”)
“It was actually Technology and Society, 
an engineering/computer science 
seminar at Dordt, that first made me 
aware that technology is value-laden. 
Since then, I’ve wanted to keep looking 
at how technology is subtly or not-so-
subtly changing the way things are 
done.”
Blankespoor is also exploring whether 
accounting standards help represent 
economic performance truthfully. She 
would like to provide evidence that can 
help standard setters and regulators 
make good decisions. In one paper she 
examined whether fair value or adjusted 
historical cost measurement of financial 
instruments provides better information 
about a bank’s credit risk.
“The decision of how much fair value 
measurement to require is a controversial 
one that standard setters have been 
debating for years, and our paper 
provides one more piece of evidence for 
the conversation,” she says.
And, she is interested in looking at 
how a company’s reputation affects its 
economic activity by looking at how 
firms communicate their message and 
why investors believe them.
As she balances teaching and research, 
Blankespoor is glad that she spent 
several years working in the business 
world to make sure that she liked 
working in accounting and business. 
She found she did, but also learned that 
she “missed being able to follow her 
curiosity.”
“I enjoy academic life with its mix 
of learning, reflecting, running data, 
writing, communicating, teaching, and 
doing it all over again,” she says. “The 
more I’m in it, the more I realize that God 
led me to a field that uses my skills well 
and gives me a lot of joy.”
Teaching, whether formal or informal, is 
about communicating ideas and ways of 
“The more I’m in it, the more 
I realize that God led me to a 
field that uses my skills well 
and gives me a lot of joy.”
COMMUNICATING
In every step of my career, I have heard 
people say that the critical thing they look 
for in a person is the ability to communicate 
well. Even in situations where it’s not 
explicitly talked about, I’ve seen how being 
able to observe, understand, and respond 
appropriately to others has always made 
the difference in getting the job, gaining 
respect, making friends (and coauthors, for 
academics), and, most importantly, enjoying 
the process. It is the most basic component 
of what we do. Communication is not just a 
core requirement; continually honing those 
skills through intentional interactions with a 
variety of people is one of the best ways to 
make life more rewarding now and later.
Dr. Beth Blankespoor uses her communication 
skills regularly as she consults with companies, 







thinking, according to Blankespoor.
“It’s a lot of fun. Preparing for class 
motivates me to think deeply about 
accounting topics and about the role of 











nuances, and see the importance and 
complexity of accounting, they often 
surprise her with their questions and 
ideas. 
“One time I was leading a class discussion 
on the inherent discretion allowed in 
the accounting standards for foreign 
currency translation. My goal was to help 
the students see that while the flexibility 
in the standard helps firms convey the 
reality of their foreign operations, it also 
gives them an opportunity to manipulate 
or misrepresent their operations. Part 
way through the class, some students 
were expressing skepticism that the 
standards would be used to ‘massage’ 
earnings until one of the students 
volunteered a story of working at a firm 
where they did just that. Part of the 
joy of teaching comes from trying to 
communicate a concept and watching the 
I have spent time at four schools, and I have never been in another 
setting that challenged me to think 
so deeply about what it means to 
be a Christian and to be called to 
reform myself and the world. I was 
exposed to different 
ideas, professors, and 




and challenged us 
to recognize faith 
and God in what I came in wanting 
to classify as “just ordinary life.” I’ll 
never forget Professsor Marv Wielard 
exhorting us to display shalom in 
our computer programs, and I’ve 
heard the story from Adam again and 
again about Dr. Charles Adams’ first 
lecture of engineering in which he 
helped them realize that a chair was 
a creature of God.
The course that shaped me (and 
Adam) the most at Dordt was the 
engineering and computer science 
seminar, Technology and Society. 
Talking in depth about reformational 
frameworks and concepts inspired 
me to apply these ideas to my major 
in a specific way. It emphasized 
that we shape technology and 
that technology shapes us, and it 
helped spur my passion to examine 
the impact and implications of 
technology in accounting. I have 
fond memories of writing about the 
normative implications of email in 
the final paper for that class.
The combination of fellow-minded 
Christians learning to think 
critically, faculty who cared deeply, 
supported, and challenged me, and 
opportunities in and out of class 
to practice what we were being 
taught and learn how to interact 
with others helped me think about 
what God wanted me to do and be in 
life and how to start moving in that 
direction.
ON A DORDT 
EDUCATION
Some of Beth Blankespoor’s days are filled with meetings and presentations, some with data analysis 
and writing, and others with staring out the window thinking of how best to study a certain research 
question. And some with visiting places around the world.
“Examining how these standards honor 
or dishonor God and his creation is 
important. There is definitely room to 





tension resolve in unscripted learning by 
everyone.”
Blankespoor teaches primarily MBA 
students at Stanford University. Many 
have an accounting background, having 
worked as CPAs, in investment banks, or 
in some other accounting-intensive area. 
“It makes for interesting class discussions 
because on any given topic, there is a 
student or two that has had extensive 
experience in the area and can bring 
relevant anecdotes and color to the 
conversation,” she says.
Many of her students have big plans for 
the future. She hopes she can help shape 
the way they approach these plans. 
“I think there is a real need for Christian 
researchers to be working in the 
accounting field, using a Reformed 
worldview to help examine how firms 
and markets are interacting and how 
accounting affects that interaction. We 
can help guide firms, investors, and 
regulators in their decisions,” she says 
noting that accounting standards are 
set by people, people who face political 
pressures and people who have to find 
a balance between creating standards 
that are flexible enough to work but that 
aren’t too easily manipulated.
“Examining how these standards honor 
or dishonor God and his creation is 
important. There is definitely room 
to make a difference in accounting,” 
Blankespoor says. 
“I was very excited when one of the 
banking regulators invited my coauthors 
and me to present one of our papers to 
them as they considered how best to 
set their regulations, and I have been 
encouraged by the interest of academics 
and the media in our paper on firms’ 
use of Twitter to communicate financial 
information,” she says. 
She’s also encouraged when students in 
her classes gain a better understanding 
that accounting is a result of people 
making decisions that are often 
tradeoffs. She hopes they are motivated 
to become part of a bigger conversation 
and work to make accounting and 
financial statements better reflect 
economic reality. 
Blankespoor knows that the daily 
challenges of finding and maintaining 
a good balance in being a professor, a 
wife, a mother, a friend, and a church 
member, and of understanding how her 
faith shapes each of these are real. And 
as a young faculty member, she’ll face 
getting tenure in the next few years. She 
knows there are no easy shortcuts in the 
life she’s chosen and been blessed with, 
but she loves it all. 
“I have a lot to appreciate; I love my 
work, and I love spending time with my 
husband and son and laughing at their 
crazy antics,” she says. “I continue to see 
God’s grace in my life.”
SALLY JONGSMA
ON TECHNOLOGY
The world is becoming more and more 
information-based, and if we want to 
influence it, we need to be comfortable 
in it and be able to speak its language. In 
our first advising seesion, Professor Bob 
Hilbelink encouraged me to take computer 
classes or even double major in accounting 
and computer science because computers 
were becoming so pervasive. I followed his 
advice. The knowledge and experiences I 
gained have helped me in every step of my 
professional career and helped me respond to 
the information revolution.
To relax, I enjoy reading, running, watching 
movies, and spending time outdoors. We’ve 
enjoyed camping and hiking in the redwood 
forests of California. It’s been fun to live in a 
new area and introduce Henry to experiences 
like riding the Bay Area commuter train, 
examining banana slugs, and barking back at 
sea lions on the pier.
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